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ADVERTISEMEN T. 


Tur following ſheets were ſome time ſince put into my 
hands by the author, an aged, r, and pious man, with ex- 
preſſions of an earneſt deſire for their publication. On exa- 
mining the contents, they appeared to me juſtly to merit it; as 
being an extraordinary performance when conſidered as the 
production of an illiterate perſon, and as exhibiting the doc- 
trine of the Millennium in a new view, conſiderably different, 
I believe, from that of any other writer on the ſubjedl 

I accordingly tranſcribed it for the preſs; dividing it into 
paragraphs, rectifying the orthography, inſerting the punctua- 
tion, and occaſionally adding, omitting, or altering a- few 
words on account of grammatical errors; but not fo, as in he 
leaſt to alter the author's ſentiments, or make any perceptible 
difference in his ſtyle. | | 

It may be proper to remark that the author's view of the 
ſubjett, ſupported by the ſcriptures he has adduced, is not in- 
conſiſtent with the farther fpread of the Redeemer's kingdom 
on the earth, agreeably to the tenor of many other ſcriptures 
that refer to this glorious and deſirable-event. | | 

The writer has much to fay for his hypotheſis, which, it is 
certain, he has not learnt from- others. There can however 
be no reaſon to expect it will be generally received, as the. hy- 
pres itſelf, whether true or falſe, implies the contrary. 

ut without making any farther comments, or giving my own 
ſentiments on the ſubjet I recommend it to the — peru- 
ſal of the reader, confident, that though he may not be made 
a convert to the author's opinion, he will be pleaſed with the 
ſtrength of expreſſion, profundity of thought, and piety of 
ſentiment that appear in many ms £9 of his pamphlet. 


HENRY GAUNTLETT. 
Tilſhead, April 18, 1797. th 
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WORD TO SAINTS AND SINNE RS. 


BY THE 


AUTHOR OF THE PAMPHLET. 


—— ¶ —ñ 


Bon the fiery furnace heating 
With the flaming wrath of God, 
Whilſt the fool his ſoul is cheating, 
Pleaſed with the-downward road ! 


Hear the humble chriſtian mourning 
O'er his old deſtructive way! 
Hear the whole creation groaning, 


Waiting for that glorious day ! 


Saints below ſhall be adopted 
With the family above ; 
Never more to be corrupted ; 


Filled with eternal love? 


ff 


THE 


AUTHOR's PREFACE. 


I have lived in this preſent evil world almoſt fourſcore years, 
and was early taught to read the word of God; yet the ſcrip- 
tures reſpecting the Millennium or Laſt-day glory, on which 1 
have of late been much meditating, were to me as a ſealed 
book. I have heard and read the opinions of ancient and mo- 
dern expoſitors on this ſubject, but could gather nothing from 
them either for my ſatis faction or comfort; for they themſelves 
differ, ſome holding one thing, and ſome another. Who 
therefore from ſuch writers can tell what is truth ? I have 
lately had an opportunity to ſee and read a large pamphlet re- 
lating to this ſubje&, and with reſpect to the main drift and 
deſign of it, which is to exhort to prayer for the ſpeedy ap- 
proach of this period, I well approve thereof. But the expo- 
ſitions which I there found on the Apocalypſe, and other ſcrip- 
tures, concerning the deſtruction of antichriſt, ang the glory 
which ſhall follow, I look on only as the opinions of men, 
which have no foundation in the word of God. I know that 
the common opinions on this ſubje& have lately made a rapid 
progreſs, eſpecially among public characters; but I reje& theſe 
generally received ſentiments reſpecting the Millennium, not 
becauſe (ſhould they be true) I can have no intereſt in them, 
but becauſe I cannot find them in the word of God. For no 
doctrines, principles, or ſentiments of men do I pay any re- 
gard to, unleſs they were from a reconciled bible. Let God 
be true, and every man a liar.” I have taken notice that 
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gur BretFen who hold the Arminian principles, will ſearch out 
here a portion, and there a portion of the word, which they 
think will ſerve their purpoſe, and fly in the face of the reſt of 
the bible, leaving it in a ſtate of confuſion. So do the gene- 
rality act in reſpect to the ſubject of the Millennium. Having 
however myſelf conſidered it, having revolved it over and 
over in my mind, having ſearched and reſearched the ſcrip- 
tures reſpecting it, (and the more I ſearched the more empty 
theſe generally received opinions appeared to me) I much 
wondered how wiſe and learned men could ſo miſconſtrue the 
word of God relating to this doctrine, particularly what we 
find recorded in Rev. xx. 4, 5, 6. But ſtill defiring to know 
the meaning of theſe words, I could find no other way to at- 
tempt it but this: namely,—to lay aſide my own wiſdom, my 
own underſtanding and judgment, with all the opinions of 
expoſitors and other good men, and compare the word with 
the word, and thus ſee if I could find out the truth, and leave 
the bible in a ſtate of peace and harmony. Then after ſome 
ſtrugglings of mind, for fear I ſhould meddle with things too 
high for me, leſt I ſhould corrupt my own mind, or the minds 
of any others who might ſee my thoughts] ſay after theſe ex- 
erciſes of mind, with many prayers to God for direction, I 
came to a determination to write what appeared to'me to be the 
meaning of the ſcriptures on this ſubject. If what I have ſaid 
ſhould be found to be truth, well: if not, may it for ever be 


buried in ſilence. 
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$SCRIPTURAL VIEW 
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Tur intent and deſign of this little treatiſe is to ſeareh and 
try the whole bible, in order to find out the meaning of what 
is written and contained in the twentieth chapter of the Reve- 
lations, as there ſeems to be that recorded in this chapter 
which greatly concerns the glory of God, the preſent peace 
and comfort of his people, and their everlaſting happineſs be- 
yond the grave: eſpecially what we find in the fourth, fifth, 
and ſixth verſes, Where we have an account of the firſt reſur- 
rection, and the bleſſedneſs and holineſs of thoſe who have part 
in it. And I ſaw thrones, and they fat upon them, and 
judgment was given unto them : and I ſaw the ſouls of them 
« that were beheaded for the witneſs of Jeſus, and for the 
„word of God, and which had not worſhipped the beaſt, nei- 
ther his image, neither had received his mark upon their 
* foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with 
« Chriſt a thouſand years. But the reſt of the dead lived not 
« again until the thouſand years were finiſhed. This is the ir 
'* reſurrettion. Bleſſed and holy is he that hath part in the 
* firſt reſurrection: on ſuch the ſecond death hath no power, 
but they ſhall be prieſts of God and of Chriſt, and ſhall 
* rewgn with him a thouſand years.” Rev. xx. 4, 5,6. 

Now I ſhall labour to prove, as the Lord ſhall enable me, 
that by the deſcription of theſe thrones, and the judges ſitting 
on them, with the judgment that was-given unto them, and-the 
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honour conferred upon them, is intended THE SECOND AP- 
PEARING OF CHRIST, or the LAST-DAY GLORY, which 
are the terms that 1-ſhall frequently apply to the period here 
ſpoken of, uſually called the Millennium. It appears to me 
that this ſcripture has nothing todo with the generally received 
opinion - gta the Millennium, namely, the untverſal 


ſpread and prevalence of the goſpel throughout the world for 
1 ſpace fa WY; n years, f 


ſhall take notice of in the courſe of the work) ſeem to harmo- 
nize with Rev. xx. 4. and I doubt not but that they all refer to 
the ſame event. Jeſus ſaid unto them, Verily I ſay unto 
« you, that ye which have followed me in the regeneration, 
* when the Son of man ſhall ſit in the throne of his glory, ye 
* alſo ſhall fit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of 
Hrael.“ Matt. xix. 28. I appornt unto you a kingdom, as 


The following ſcriptures (as well as my others which I 
) 


. * my father hath appointed unto me. That ye may eat and 


drink at my table in my kingdom, and it on thrones waging 


" * the twelve tribes of Iſrael,” Luke xxii. 29, go. © I beheld 


*and the ſame horn made war with. the ſaints and prevailed 
<« againſt them, until the ancient of days came, and judgment 
* was gtven. to the ſaints of the moſt High and the time came 
* he Hints poſſeſſed the kingdom.” Dan. vii. 21, 22. 

Now let us _ what day—what work—what act or deed 
this word of God (Rev. xx. 4. with which the other ſcriptures 
agree) refers to.— It ſeems clear to me that this paſſage points 
to the /aſt-day glory, — that glorious day, which will be the 
day of the ſaints coronation. It has reſpect to the day which 


our Lord calls in John's goſpel the /a/t-day : This is the Fa- 


ther's will which bath ſent me, that of all which he hath giv- 


den me, I ſhould loſe nothing, but ſhould raiſe it up again at 


„the /a/t-day.” John vi. 39. It is the time called by him in 
Luke the reſurrection of the juſt.” (Luke xvi. 14.) and here it 
is called the rf reſurrection. It is that day which is much 
to be deſired and longed for—a day which the ſaints above 
(Rev. vi. 10.) and the ſaints below are praying for, and haſten- 
ing unto. And they that do believe and look for this day, 


they who have the firſt fruits of the ſpirit do groan within 
_ * themſelves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption 


* of their body.“ (Rom. viii. 23. 
But to proceed. —* And I faw the ſouls of them that were 
„ beheaded tor the witneſs of Jeſus, and for the word of God, 
NY and 


K vo & 


Ros RAY os 


— 
W 


. rs oo of wo © 


EF: 

« and which had not worſhipped the beaſt, neither his image, 
« neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in 
«their hands; and they lived and reigned with Chriſt a thou- 


« ſand years. THIS IS THE FIRST RESURRECTFON.” 
Here we have the firſt reſurrection made known to us, and 


the ſubjects of it, namely, the ſouls of them that were be- 


« headed for the witneſs of Jeſus, &c. Ho this firſt reſur- 
rection, or the ſubjetts of it, can be ſo underſtood as to have 
reſpett unto a world of converted men (which ſeems to be the 
zrevarling idea concerning the Millennium) I know not. Here 
is nothing ſaid of fleſh, blood, or earth. And they lived 
„and reigned with Chriſt a thouſand years.” Can fleſh and 
blood inherit the kingdom of God? Can corruption inherit 
incorruption ? (1 Cor, xv. 50.) Can mortal nature live with- 
Chriſt, who dwelleth in the light that no man can approach 
unto? (1 Tim. vi. 16.) Or will Chriſt again humble himſelf 
to tabernacle with fleſh and blood? But ſome may object and 
ſay, How can the life here ſpoken of include thexreſurrettion 
of the body, ſeeing the ſoul is only made mention of? To 
this I anſwer that by the word /ou/ in ſcripture is ſometimes 
intended the whole man. See Acts iii. 23. and vu. 14. Or 


perhaps this word might be uſed to ſhew us the blef/edne/s and - 
the perfection of that ſtate, to which the ſaints will then be ar- 


rived, when mortality ſhall be ſwallowed up of life. But how- 
ever this may be, doubtleſs the language here uſed, © I ſaw 
„the ſouls of them that were beheaded for the witneſs of Je- 
* ſus, &c. and they lived and reigned with Chriſt a thouſand 
„years, is intended to comfort and encourage the confeſſors 
and martyrs of Jeſus in all ages, eſpecially thoſe which ſhould 
be called to encounter the rage and malice of Rome and hell, 
whoſe trials have been . great. (See Rev. xvii. 6. xii. 
11.) This language could not be meant to ſtrengthen and up- 
hold a generation of men that ſhall be raiſed up after the beaſt 
and the falſe prophet ſhall be caſt into the lake of fire, and ſa- 
tan ſhall be bound and ſhut up in the bottomleſs pit. (Ver. 2, g.) 
Theſe would not need ſuch encouraging promiſes, becauſe 
they would have no enemies to conflict with. But it is evi- 
dent that all thoſe who are the redeemed of the Lord muſt con- 
quer _ enemies. We muſt conquer fin, ſatan, the world, 
death, bell, and the grave, before we can be crowned ; and 
we muſt be crowned before we can reign. But this cannot be 


done until the ſecond Or of Chriſt. (See 2 Tim. iv. 8. 
3 | 1 John 
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1 John iii. 2.) I know there are many wiſe and learned men, 
who fo conſtrue theſe words as to mean a reſurrettion from a 
death in ſin unto a life in righteouſneſs. TI allow there is ſuch 
a reſurrection. (See John v. 25.) But I think it impoſſible 
to reconcile this reſurrection from ſpiritual death to a ſpiritual 
life with what the ſcriptures of truth mean by the life Here ſpo- 


ken of. The commonly received principles reſpecting the 


Millennium, and the latter-day glorv, as they term it, are 
2 if I miſtake not, on the following opinions. They 
ay that ſatan ſhall be ſhut up in hell a thouſand years that the 


ſpirit ſhall be poured out more abundantly than it ever has been 


phefore that the glory and knowledge “ of the Lord ſhall cover 


the earth as the waters cover the ſea—and that all“ ſhall know 
the Lord from the greateſt to the leaſt; even to an individual, 
and 1n this ſtate ſhall live and reign a thouſand years. I think 
ſome talk of a perfonal reign of Chriſt with the inhabitants of 
the eaggh : but this will not-endure a reflection; for as we have 
ſaid, fleſh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor 
dwell with Chriſt in a ſtate of glory ; neither will Chriſt again 


humble himfelf to dwell with men upon the earth. We would 


only ſuppoſe it then to. be a /prr:tual rerzgn intended. But 
how can this agree with the ſtate here ſpoken of? Men muſt 
ſtill bear the image of the earthy—ſtill would they be conceiv- 
ed and born in ſin ſtill would they be ſubject to corporal death 
and all its train of calamities—ſtill muſt they overcome before 


they could _— with Chriſt; for it is ſaid © to him that over- 


* cometh will J grant to fit with me in my throne, even as I al- 
* ſo overcame, and am ſet down with my Father in his throne.” 
(Rev. iii. 21.) But with reſpect to this /þ:722ual liſe the ſaints 
have been made partakers of it, ſome of them at leaſt, almoſt 
ſix thouſand years. Otherwiſe they would not have loſt their 
heads for the cauſe of the truth, Neither is it any new or 
ſtrange thing to hear that the /þ:r:ts of juſt men made perfect 
are with Chriſt, becaufe they are preſent with him when ab- 


1 
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* Perhaps this may refer to the univerſal extent and profeſſion of 
the knowledge of God under the Chriſtian diſpenſation, in oppoſition 
to its confined ſtate under the Jewiſh diſpenſation, There is no rea- 
ſon to expect or hope that there will ever be a period when all the in- 
habitants of the earth will be brought to a ſaving knowledge of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, —The word all refers only to the ſubjects of the 
new covenant, 5 


ſent 


8 


ſent from the body. (See Luke xvi, 23. xxiii. 43. Rev. vi.9.) 
They are now living willi him, for the firſt man Adam was 
oul;”* and God is not the God of the dead, 


made a living /6 | 
but of the /zving.” It is ſaid “they lived and reigned; with 


Chriſt a thouſand years.“ But if this life be ſuppoſed to 
mean a life of faith, what muſt the RY words intend 
concerning the reſt of the dead, of whom it is faid, they liued 
not again fill the thouſand years were expired? On ſuch a 
ſuppoſition theſe. muſt be words without a meaning. Who are 
the reſt of the dead? - I ſuppoſe them to he thoſe whoſe names 
are not written in the Lamb's book of life, or the wretched 
ſubjects of the ſecond death; for if we look to the eleventh 
verſe, we ſhall find that the general judgment immediately com- 
mences, which concludes with“ the perdition of ungodly men, 
« whoſe names were not written in the book of life.” (2 Pet. 
iii. 7. Rev. xx. 15.) If any ſhould aſk how it can be recon- 
ciled to the ſcriptures in general to declare that there ſhall 
be a thouſand years between the reſurrection of the juſt and 
the unjuſt, I anſwer to this, We believe it ſhall be ſo, becauſe 
God has here ſaid it ſhall beſo, and hath no where ſaid it ſhall 
not be fo. This is a plain revelation, and not ſuch a myſtery - 
as many think it tobe. It is ſpoken in plain terms, and not 
under dark figures. Paul tells us that the dead in Chriſt 
« ſhall riſe firſt,” (1 Theft. . 16.) but does not ſay how long 
firſt. Our Lord tells us that “ all which are in their graves 
„ ſhall hear his voice, and ſhall come forth, they that have 
done good unto the reſurrection of life, and they that have 
done evil unto the reſurrection of damnation,” (John v. 29.) 
He does not indeed in this paſſage tell us of the long term of 
time that is to intervene between the two reſurrections; but in 
that we are conſidering of, if J miſtake not, he plainly does, 
Again, we read in Matt. xxv. 31. that * when the Son of man 
Xo ſhall come in his glory, all nations ſhall be gathered before 
him, and he ſhall ſeparate them one from the other, as a 
„ ſhepherd divideth the ſheep from the . But we are 
not ſo to underſtand this account, as to ſuppoſe that the ſheep 
and the goats ſhould then be raiſed together and brought into 
one drove before the great Shepherd ; for we read in chap. 
xxiv. 31. that © he ſhall ſend his angels with a great found of a 
* trumpet; and they ſhall gather together his ele from the 
% four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.” But not- 


withſtanding the dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt, yet they ſhall.be 
| © preſent 
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preſent at the reſurrection of the wicked, for they ſhall come 
with their-Maſter at the end of the intervening time, and the 
wicked ſhall ſee them whom they hated and perſecuted, ſhining 
like the {un in the kingdom of their Father, while they ſhall be 
caſt into a furnace of fire, where there ſhall be weeping and 
gnaſhing of teeth. 5 | 
Now if we trace the ſcriptures we ſhall find that when they 
ſpeak of this firſt reſurrection and the laſt-day glory, it ſeems 


+ to be with this view, namely, to quicken, to animate, to 


- Krengthen, and to comfort the poor afflicted people of God 


under all the perſecutions, tribulations, diſtreſſes, and trials 
which they are called to conflict with in this preſent evil world. 

& to the great cloud of witneſſes under the Old Teſ- 
tament diſpenſation, an account of whom we have in the ele- 
venth chapter of Hebrews, we ſhall find they had theſe things 
in view: they looked for a city whoſe builder and maker 1s 
God. We read there of ſome that were tortured, not accepting 


deliverance, that they might obtain a better reſurrection. It is 
With this view, that the apoſtle Peter encourages thoſe to whom 


he wrote to activity and perſeverance in the faith. Gird up 
* the loins of your mind,” (ſays he) © be-ſober and hope to the 
* end, for the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelati- 
* on of Jeſus Chriſt.” 2 Pet. i. 13.) And if we read 1 Cor. 
xv. we ſhall find it filled up with an account of the reſurrecti- 
on of the juſt. Not a word is there ſpoken of the general re- 
furrection, but of the church only, or the body of Chriſt : 
therefore it is ſaid, © Chriſt the firſt-fruits, afterwards they that 
* are Chriſt's at his coming.” And at the cloſe of this chapter 
we are encouraged to * be ſtedfaſt and unmoveable, becauſe 
* our labour ſhall not be vain in the Lord.” We ſhall not be 
diſappointed. We may obſerve that the apoſtle Paul frequent- 
ly delighted to dwell upon this ſubject. It was his favourite 
topic. Ve find it in almoſt every page. See Phil. iii. 7, 10, 
11. What things were gain to me, thoſe I counted loſs for 
« Chrift: That I may know him, and the power of his reſur- 
„ rethon, and the fellowſhip of his ſufferings, being made con- 
„ formable unto his death; if by any means I might attain un- 
* to the reſurrection of the dead.” Again, he ſpeaks in the 
ſame chapter of © ſome whoſe end is deſtruction, whoſe God 
is their belly, whoſe glory is in their ſhame, who mind 
« earthly things,” whom we are not to follow; “for our con- 
% verſation is in heaven, from whence alſo we look for the Sa- 
« yiour, 


ns 

„ yiour, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt: who ſhall change our vile bo- 
dy, that it may be faſhioned like unto his glorious body, ac- 
« cording to the working whereby he is able even to ſubdue all 
« things to himſelf.” (Ver. 19—21.). And if we turn our eyes 
to 1 Theſſ. iv. 14, &c. where the apoſtle is largely treating of 
the tranſactions of that day, we ſhall find at the cloſe of the 
laſt verſe this admonition, Wherefore comfort one another 
with theſe words.“ And this is not only written for our con- 

ſolation, but it likewiſe hath the tendency to keep us watchin 
and praying, according to our Lord's admonition: Watch 
ye therefore and pray always that ye may be accounted wor- 
thy to eſcape all theſe things that ſhall come to pals, and to 
« ſtand before the Son of man.” (Luke xxi. 34.) We read 
again of the bleſſed and powerful effects of the grace of God 
„that bringeth ſalvation” to the ſinner's heart, teaching us 
* that denying all ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, we ſhould live 
* ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in this preſent world; look- 

ing for that bleſſed hope and glorious appearing of the great 
* God and our Saviour Jeſus. Chrrſt.” (Titus ii. 12, 13.) | 
But to return.— If we would do juſtice to the words we are 
diſcourſing on, we muſt likewiſe conſider theſe holy ſouls that 
lived and reigned with Chriſt a thouſand years,” as including 
the whole church of the firſt-born which are written in heaven; 
all the members of Chriſt's myſtical body making one com- 
lete church. The church is often ſpoken of in the Scriptures 
in the ſingular number, as one. . For indeed ſhe 1s one, and 
but one. (Rev. xxi. 2. xii. 1. Cant. iv. 7.) And the time we 
are now ſpeaking of will be her great wedding-day, an account 
of which we have chap. xix. 5, &c. And a voice came out 
* of the throne, ſaying, Praiſe our God, all ye his ſervants, 
„and ye that fear him both ſmall and great. Let us be glad 
and rejoice, and give honour to him; for the marriage of the 
Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herſelf ready. And 
to her was granted, that ſhe ſhould be arrayed in fine linen, 
clean and White: for the fine linen is the righteouſneſs of 
* ſaints. And he ſaith unto me, Write, Bleſſed are they which 
* are called unto the marriage ſupper of the Lamb.” Now 
theſe muſt needs be the ſame bleſſed ones intended here, as are 
ſpoken of chap. xx. 6. * Bleed and holy is he that hath part 
ein the firſt reſurreftion.”. The ſame holy church is ſpoken of 
in the epiſtle to the Epheſians. (Chap. v. 26, 27.) Now the 
fine linen clean and white, the righteouſneſs, the bleſſedneſs, 
| the 
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the holineſs ſpoken of in theſe paſſages muſt have reſpe&- unto 
the heavenly ſtate, Such things can never be ſpoken of a 
world of corrupted, dying men. It would be the greateſt ab- 
furdity to ſuppoſe it. I would obſerve alſo (as I have already 
hinted) that the body muſt be complete in point of number, as 
well as in point of Le ; and as the huſband is riſen from 
the dead, ſo muſt the wife, for ſhe is the body of Chriſt. We 
Lare members of his body, of his fleſh, and of his bones,” 
When the bridegroom ſhall come and gather his members to- 
gether from the four winds, out of the earth and out of the ſea, 


and bring them to Sion, with ſongs and everlaſting Joy upon 


their heads, then the body ſhall be complete and ſtand © gs a 


- * bride adorned for her huſband.” It ſeems to me that many 


who love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in ſincerity have not acted ho- 
nourably towards him ; for they have provided for him ſuch a 
wife as he cannot live with; incomplete in her members, and 


imperfect in holineſs. See Eph. v. 26, 27, go. 1 Tim. vi. 16. 


Zut notwithſtanding what men may ſay we are aſſured that the 


counſel of the Lord ſhall ſtand, and he will do all his pleaſure. 
F would further remark that when the bridegroom ſhall come 
he will find this world in a very bad ſtate ; for though we read 


ol five wiſe virgins, we read of five fooliſh ones likewiſe: and 


though one ſhall be taken out of the bed, yet another ſhall be 
left. And as it was in the days of Noah, and as it was inthe 
„days of Lot, even thus ſhall it be in the day when the Son 
of man is revealed.” (Luke xvi. 26, go.) When the Son 
* of man cometh ſhall he find faith on the earth?“ (Luke xviit. 


8.) It ſeems indeed almoſt certain to me that antichriſt's king- 


dom will not finally be deſtroyed till the coming of the Son of 
man. See Dan. vii. 23, 26. And he ſhall ſpeak great words 
* againſt the Moſt High, and fhall wear out the ſaints of the 
* Moſt High, and think to change times and laws: and they ſhall 
« be given unto his hand, until a time and times and the divi- 
« ding of time. But the judgment ſhall fit, and they ſhall take 
away his dominion, to conſume and deſtroy it unto the end.” 
See alſo ver. 9, 10, 11, 21, 22, If we read the end of chap. 
xi. and the beginning of chap. x1. of this prophet, we ſhall 
there find (at leaſt ſo it appears to me) that the ſame things are 
intended. The apoſtle Paul, in his latter epiſtle to the Theſſa- 
lonians, exhorts them not to ſuppoſe that-the day of Chriſt (of 
which he had been ſpeaking in the former epiſtle) was then at 


hand, He tells them that the man of ſin, the fon of perdi- - | 
* tion 
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tion muſt firſt be revealed, whom the Lord ſhall conſume 

«with the ſpirit of his mouth, and deſtroy with the brightneſs 
« of his coming.” Compare 1 Theſſ. iv. 14—18. with 2 

Theſſ. ii. 1—9. We may obſerve alſo in Rev. xix. that im- 
mediately after the celebration of the marriage-ſupper of the 

Lamb, the great Bridegroom with his ready bride, which is 

the church, are repreſented as riding upon white horſes with 
their iron rods utterly to deſtroy the kingdom of the beaſt, and 
to make a final end of all the wicked. Compare ver. 11, 14. 

with chap. ii. 26. And the beaſt was taken and with him 
the falſe prophet that wrought miracles before him, with 
« which he deceived them that had the mark of the beaſt, and 
them that worſhipped his image. Theſe both were caſt alive 
into a lake of fire burning with brimſtone. And the remnant 
„were flain with the ſword of him that ſat upon the horſe, 
* which ſword proceeded out of his mouth: and all the fowls 
« were filled with their fleſh.” (Chap. xix. 20, 21.) Now the 
time here limited (namely Dan. vii. 25.) for antichriſt to op- 
preſs the church of God and wear out the ſaints of the Moſt 
High, 1s the ſame term of time which was given to the church 
to Gum in the wilderneſs. See Rev. x11. 14. and compare 
Dan. xn. 7. But of this I ſhall fay a few words hereafter. 

I ſhall now proceed to make a few obſervations on the ſub- 
Jett in hand from ſome other paſſages of the word of God, and 
particularly from what we find farther recorded reſpetting it in 
other parts of the Revelations. This book contains a threefold 
prophecy, namely, of the ſeals, the trumpets,” and the vals. 
In theſe different prophecies is includes all that muſt come to 
paſs from the time John wrote to the ſecond appearing of 
Chriſt, or the laſt-day glory. And notwithſtanding each of 
theſe different prophecies may relate to different parts of the 
diſpenſations of God's providence and grace, yet they all reach 
down to the period of the ſaints coronation day, and the final 
end of the wicked. | | 

What follows the opening of the ſixth cal? The awful 
judgment of the wicked, and the ſealing, perfecting, and vic- 
tory of the ſaints both yu and Gentiles. See the end of the 
ſixth and beginning of the ſeventh chapters. And here I would 
only obſerve, that the manner m which it there ſtands upon 
record does not at all oppoſe what has already been inſiſted on. 

It appears to me that the point in hand may likewiſe be evi- 
dently proved from the account of the ( rumpets. We thus read, 

_ chap. 
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chap. x. 5, 6. * And the angel which I ſaw ſtand upon the 


* ſea, and upon the earth, lifted up his hand to heaven, and 
* ſware by him that liveth for ever and ever, that there ſhould 
be time no longer ;” that is, no longer the time of anti- 
chriſt's prevailing and the ſaints ſuffering. * But in the days 
* of the voice of the ſeventh angel, when he ſhall begin to 


- * ſound, the myſtery of God ſhould be finiſhed, as he hath de- 


* clared to his ſervants the prophets.” (Ver. 7.) And the ſe- 


* yenth angel ſounded, and there were great voices in heaven, 


* ſaying, The kingdoms of this world are become the king- 
* doms of our Lord and of his Chriſt, and he ſhall reign for 
ever and ever.” (Chap. xi. 15.) Chriſt will then reign uni- 
verſally, triumphantly, over men and devils; without oppoſiti- 


on, having all his own and his people's enemies under his feet. 


And his ſaints ſhall reign with him alſo. And the nations 
« were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead 
that they ſhould be judged, and that thou ſhouldeſt give re- 


« ward unto thy ſervants, the prophets, and to the ſaints, and 
them that fear thy name, {mall and great, and ſhouldſt de- 
i ſtroy them that deſtroy (or corrupt) the earth.“ (Ver. 16—18.) 


Here we have plainly the laſt-day glory, the firſt reſurrettion, 
or the reſurrection of the juſt ; but not of the unjuſt, or the 
corrupters of the earth. To them it is not the day of reſurrec- 
tion, but the day of deſtruction; for they were deſtroyed, and 
they lived not again until the thouſand years were finiſhed. In 
chap. xiv. 14, &c. we read as follows: © And I looked and 
+ behold a white cloud, and upon the cloud one fat, like unto 
* the Son of man, having on his head a golden crown, and in 
his hand a ſharp fickle. And another angel came out of the 
« temple, crying with a loud voice to him that ſat on the cloud, 
« Thruſt in thy ſiokle and reap ; for the harveſt of the earth is 


„ ripe.“ Compare this paſſage with Matt. xiii. 39, &c. which 


ſeems to refer to the ſame time and the ſame things. But ſome 
may ſay how can this be reconciled with what we have in 


Matthew, where it is ſaid. © that the angels are the reapers, and 


« that the Son of man ſhall ſend them forth to gather out of 


_ « his kingdom all things that offend ?” But here the maſter 


is ſaid to reap the wheat and the ſervant to command. In an- 
{wer to which we may obſerve that the wheat is the maſter's _ 
own treaſure : it is his own huſbandry. He only has a right to 

it, and it ſhall be gathered into his own barn.” It is uſual with 
us in common language to ſay, ſuch a man has begun and 
| | 7 finiſhed 
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finiſhed his harveſt, notwithſtanding it was begun and ended 
not by himſelf, but by his ſervants. And as the ſervant is ſaid 
to command the maſter with a loud cry, we-may ſuppoſe that 
this refers to the continual cry of the-church, longing for the 
accompliſhment of the promiſes. (See Luke xviii. 7. and John 
xvi. 22.) Now comes on the deſtruttion of the wicked. 
Another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, he 
** alſo having a ſharp fickle. And another angel came out from 
the altar, which had power over fire; and cried with a loud cry 
* to him that had the ſharp ſickle, ſaying, Thruſt in thy ſharp 
« fickle, and gather cluſters of the vine of the earth; for her 
grapes are fully ripe. . And the wine-preſs was trodden with- 
out the city, and bt d came out of the wine-preſs, even un- 
* to the horſe-bridles, by the ſpace of a thouſand and fix hun- 
* dred furlongs.” (Rev. xiv. 20.) In the whole of this paſſage 
we have an image of the ingathering of the precious grain, and 
the awful deſtruttion of the wicked, eſpecially of the kingdom 
of the beaſt. (Compare Matt. xin. 30.) The ſame thing is 
ſpoken of in the prophecy of Joel: “ Put ye in the fickle, for 
the harveſt is ripe ; come, get you down, for the preſs is 
„full, the fats overflow, for their wickedneſs is great.” (Joel 
111. 13.) Now who may we ſuppoſe to be ſpeaking by the pro- 
phet in this paſſage? It ſeems to be God the Father ſpeaking 
to his eternal Son, to whom he hath given the whole poſterity 
of Adam, — ſome graciouſly to ſave, and ſome juſtly to deſtroy. 
(See Pſalm ii. 7—9, Ifa. xi. 4.) It appears likewiſe to he a 
gracious anſwer to the prayer of his ſaints, which we have juſt 
before: Thither rants thy mighty ones to come down, O 
Lord.“ (Joel iii. 11.) But who are theſe mighty ones ? 
We have the anſwer, 2 Theſſ. i. 7. The Lorp Jesvus 
„ ſhall be revealed from heaven with his MIGHTY ANGELS in 
„ flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that know not God, 
and obey not the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.“ This is 
he who hath all power in heaven and earth, —out of whole 
mouth goeth a ſharp ſword, that with it he ſhould ſmite the 
nations, and he ſhall rule them with a rod of iron, and he 
treadeth the wine-preſs of the fierceneſs and wrath of almighty 
God. We further read of an angel ſtanding in the ſun, who 
* cried with a loud voice, ſaying to all the fowls that fly in the 
„ midſt of heaven, Come, and gather yourſelves together unto 
* the ſupper of the great God; that ye may eat the fleſh of 
„kings, and the fleſh of captains, and the fleſh of mighty _ 
. 4s an 
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„and the fleſh of horſes, and of them that ſit on them, and the 
* fleſh of all men both free and bond, both ſmall and great.“ 
(Rev. xix. 17. 18.) We find the fame ſupper (or * as 
it is there called) ſpoken of Ezek. xxxix. 17, &c. Here eve- 

fowl of every ſort, and every beaſt are called to the ſacri- 
fice: © And ye ſhall eat fat till ye be full, and drink blood till 
* ye be rs; Jak of my ſacrifice which I have ſacrificed for 
„you.“ (Ver. 19.) Now theſe various paſſages of God's word 
ſeem plainly to convey this idea, namely, that the deſtructions 
here ſpoken of do not refer to the laſt general judgment; but 
to what ſhall take place at the firſt reſurrection, (Rev. xx. 6.) 
the laſt-day glory, (John vi. g6.) the great winnowing day, 
(Matt. iii. 12.) or the Lamb's wedding day. (Rev, xix. 9.) for 
when the ſaints are raiſed up and i together, there will 
be a final end of all human fleſh and blood, and the ſouls of all 
the wicked of every age and character caſt into the bottomleſs 
pit, with the devil and his angels, until the end of time. Now 
theſe ideas will appear more juſt if we-obferve the terms in 
which the ſcriptures convey them to us; namely, the light- 
nings—the thunderings—earthquakes—hail—a ſharp ſword— 
an iron rod—a bloody wine-preſs—the calling of all the fowls 
of the air, and all the beaſts of the earth of every ſort, to de- 
vour this great ſacrifice or ſupper. * Thou ſhalt fall upon the 
„mountains of Iſrael, thou and all thy bands, and the people 
* that is with thee. I will give thee unto ravenous birds of 
* every fort, and to the beaſts of the field to be devoured : 
*« Thou ſhalt fall upon the open field, for I have ſpoken it ſaith 
the Lord God.” (Ezek. xxxix. 4,5.) This is the laſt battle 
that ever ſhall be fought between the church and her enemies, 
and a complete victory ſhall be obtained. For as it was at the 
red ſea, ſo ſhall it be here: not a ſoul ſhall eſcape. Then ſhall 
the church learn to ſing the ſong of Moſes and the Lamb a 
thouſand years. Then ſhall the . of the moſt High © take 
the kingdom, and poſſeſs the kingdom for ever, even for 
«ever and ever.” (Dan. vii. 78.) *-Behold it is come, it is 
* done faith the Lord God; this is the day whereof I have ſpo- 
„Ken.“ (Ezek. xxxix. 8.) See alſo verſes 9— 1g, where there 
are other figures to confirm and make plain the deſtruction of 
the wicked, which is to take place at this awful period: II- 
* rael ſhall go forth, and {hall {ct on fire, and burn their wea- 
„ pons, &. . | 
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We now proceed to produce our evidence for the point in 
hand, from the account of the vialg. And the ſeventh an- 
«gel poured out his vial into the air; and there came a great 
„voice out of the temple of heaven, from the throne, ſaying, 
It is done. And there were voices, and thunders, and hght- 
« nings ; and there was a great earthquake, ſuch as was not 
« ſince men were upon the earth, ſo mighty an earthquake and 
« ſo great.” (Rev. xvi. 17, 18.) We read chap. xv. 1. of 
«ſeven angels having the ſeven laſt plagues, in which is filled 
„up the wrath of God.” But if this be the caſe, then the laſt 
vial poured into the air muſt needs bring on the great day of 
wrath, and put an end to the life of men in the fleſh. We 
have here an account of a great voice proceeding from the 
throne, ſaying, It is done; and likewiſe of a great earthquake, 
ſuch as never was ſince men were upon the earth. This great 
earthquake probably has reſpett to that time when the earth 
ſhall caſt out the dead. (Iſai. xxvi. 19.) It ſeems to direct us 
to what we find in Haggai xi. 6. For thus faith the Lord of 
„ hoſts, Vet once, it is a little while, and I will ſhake the hea- 
e yens, and the earth, and the ſea, and the dry land.” See 
Joel iii. 16. Heb. x11. 26. We may reaſonably ſuppoſe that 
when the Lord ſhall gather the duſt of his people from the four 
winds out of the earth, and out of the ſeas, there will be a great 
ſhaking—ſuch an earthquake as never was known in this world 
ſince the foundation of it. In the two next verſes we have a 
'farther deſcription of the great day of wrath : * And the great 
«city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations 
fell: and great Babylon came in remembrance before God, 
to give unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceneſs of his 
„Wrath. And every iſland fled away, and the mountains were 
not found.” (Ver. 19, 20.) I ſuppoſe that the great city 
which was divided into three parts, is the ſame great Babylon 
mentioned juſt afterwards. ow whatever conſtructions dave 

been put upon theſe words, it ſeems to me that they refer to 
the laſt awful dividing of the ſinners from the ſaints, or the 
ſheep from the goats; for antichriſt had never power given 
him to deſtroy one of them who was found written in the book 
of life, though doubtleſs there were many in all ages whoſe 
names were there written, but who notwithſtanding lived with- 
in the limits of antichriſt's kingdom ; and' therefore it is ſaid, 
Come out of her, my people, that ye may not be partakers of 
her fins, and that. ye receive not of her plagues.” (Chap. xvii. 
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"mb Now with regard to the preciſe number of the ſaved, it is 
known only to God; but we have ſeveral ſuch paſſages as this 


in the word of God. There is ſomething very ſimilar in the 


prophecies of Zechariah : And it ſhall come to paſs; that in 
* all the land, ſaith the Lord, two parts therein ſhall be cut 
* off, and die ; but the third part ſhall be left therein. And I 


- - * will bring the third part through the fire, and will refine them 


* as ſilver is refined, and will try them as gold is tried: they 


__ * ſhall call on my name, and I will hear them: I will ſay, It 


is my people; and they ſhall ſay the Lord is my God.“ 
(Zech. xi. 8, 9.) Now it appears by the following chapter 


that the prophet ſeems to refer to the ſame thing that is referred 


to in this chapter of the Apocalypſe, whether it may intend the 


kingdom of antichriſt or the whole profeſſedly chriſtian world. 


We find likewiſe the very ſame terms uſed and the ſame things 
intended by the prophets. But we are not to underſtand from 
what 1s here ſaid (ver. 20.) concerning the falling of the cities 
of the nations, and the flying away of the iſlands and mountains 


as relating to the final .conſummation of all things, but to the 


firſt reſurrection, or the gathering together of the ſaints. (Pſm. 
I. 5.) Neither can we reſtrain it to the final deſtruction of great 


Babylon to take 2 at ſome diſtant period, but long before 


the reſurrection of the juſt. For in the ſeven laſt plagues is filled 
uß the wrath of God: (chap. xv. 1.) when therefore the laſt 


© Plague is poured out the wrath of God will ceaſe, . except in 


hell. But to ſay nothing of Pagans, Mahometans, &c,—to - 


ſay nothing of the multitudes of carnal proteſtants, the word 
tells us that when the Bridegroom ſhall come to try his profeſ- 


fed friends, he will find many fooliſh virgins among them. 


But if this paſſage only refer to the deſtruction of great 
Babylon or antichriſt, as taking place before this great event, 


then there muſt needs be another vial filled, another plague, 
another day of wrath : this however cannot be, as the ſeventh 
angel has poured out the 44 plague, and the great voice out of 
the temple of heaven from the throne tells us, 1? is done, We 


may further take notice of what is ſaid in the laſt verſe of this 


chapter: And there fell upon men a great hail out of heaven, 
* every ſtone about the weight of a talent : and men blaſphe- 


med God becauſe of the plague of the hail, for the plague 


thereof was exceeding great.” (Ver. 2. 1.) Now here we 
have the final end of Adam's blood, and an awful end it will 


be for thefe men! Sinner! if the promiſes of God do not 


draw 
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draw thee, let his threatenings drive thee.! Agree with thine 


adverſary quickly, leſt one of theſe ſtones ſhould fall upon thy 
guilty head! Remember—it would daſh thee down to deſtruc- 
tion But it is ſaid that men blaſphemed God becauſe of the 
plague of the hail; and we may uy ſuppoſe that when that 
great day of wrath ſhall come, wicked men will be left in 2 
ſtate of horror and deſpair, —to weep, to gnaſh their teeth, arid 
to blaſpheme God for ever. The exceeding great. plague of 
theſe great and heavy ſtones muſt needs intend the laſt great 
day of wrath, or the end of fleſh and blood. We are not how- 
ever to ſuppoſe that this will be the only way by which God 
will deſtroy his enemies; but as the Lord has often uſed theſe 
weapons of war for the puniſhment and deſtruftion of his own 
and his people's enemies, the terms ſeem to be taken from 


* thence.” See Exod. ix. 12. * x. 11. Job xxxviii. 22, 


23. Pſalm xviii. 12, 13. e find in the prophecy of Ze- 
chariah very awful expreſſions to convey to us ideas of the 
weight of that wrath that ſhall fall upon the heads of the finally 

impenitent, when it ſhall be poured out without mixture. 
* And this ſhall be the plague wherewith the Lord ſhall ſmite 
all the people that have fought againſt Jeruſalem : their fleſh 
* ſhall conſume away while they ſtand upon their feet, and 
their eyes ſhall conſume away in their holes, and their tongue 
« ſhall conſume away in their mouth. And it ſhall come to 


* paſs in that day, that a great tumult from the Lord ſhall be 


„among them; and they ſhall lay hold every one on the hand 
* of his neighbour, and his hand ſhall riſe ip agaan the hand 
* of his neighbour.” ay xiv. 12, 13.) e have words to 
the ſame purpoſe, and the ſame battle is alluded to ver. g. of 
the ſame chapter. Then ſhall the Lord go forth and fight 
* againſt theſe nations, as when he fought in the day of battle.“ 
This manner of fighting one againſt another may be illuſtrated 
by comparing Judges vii. 24. 2 Chron. xx. 23. The ſame 
reat battle, the ſame manner of fighting, and the ſame con- 
Goeſt are repreſented in ſtrong terms by the prophets Ezekiel 
and Haggai: Arid it ſhall come to paſs at the ſame time, 
« when God ſhall come * the land of Iſrael, ſaith the 


Lord God, that my fury ſhall come up in my face. For in 


my N and in the fire of my wrath have I ſpoken, 
e 


« Surely in. that day there ſhall be a great ſhaking in the land 
* of Iſrael ; ſo that the fiſhes of the fea, and the towls of hea- 


* yen, and the beaſts of the —_ and all creeping things that 


creep 
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i creep upon the earth, and all the mien that are on the face of 


the earth ſhall ſhake at my preſence.—And I will call for a 


«* {word againſt him throughout all my mountains, ſaith the 
„Lord God: Every man's ſword ſhall be againſt his brother. 
„And I will plead againſt him with peſtilence and with blood; 
* and I will rain upon him, and upon his bards, and upon the 


* many people that are with him, an. overflowing ram, and 


*« oreat hail ſtones, fire, and brimſtone.” (Ezekiel xxxviii. 18— 
22.) „I will ſhake the heavens and the earth; and I will 
« overthrow the throne of kingdoms, and I will deſtroy the 
* ſtrength of the. kingdoms of the heathen; and I will over- 
* throw the chariots, and thoſe that ride in them; and the hor- 
* ſes and their riders ſhall come down every one by the ſword 
„of his brother.” (Haggai ii. 21, 22.) Now it — to me 
that great Babylon will not fall till this great day of wrath be 
come. We learn from Gen. xv. 16. that it was neceſſary for 
the children of Iſrael to abide in Egypt till the iniquity of the 
Amorites was full. While therefore the Lord was preparing 
his church and people for the inheritance, which he bal pro- 
miſed to give them, the Amorites were filling up their meaſure. 
of wrath againſt the day of wrath: and, for aught we know to 
the contrary, it may be the ſame now. The — ſuffering of 
God ſeems to be waiting for the finiſhing of the ark, or the per- 
fecting of the ſaints; and it appears to me from the ſcriptures, 
that there will be great ſtrugglings, dreadful commotions, and 
ſtrong convulſions before the end. See Dan. xi. 40, &c. 
Luke xx1. 25, 26. | 
But perhaps ſome may object againſt what has been ſaid 
concerning the end of antichriſt's kingdom, from what is re- 
corded in chap. xvii. 16. And the ten horns which thou 
% ſaweſt upon the beaſt, theſe ſhall hate the whore, and ſhall 
% make her deſolate and naked, and ſhall eat her fleſh, and 
burn her with fire.” This prophecy ſeems to have been ful- 
filled about the beginning of the ſixteenth century, by Martin 
Luther and his helpers in Germany, and by Thomas Crom- 
well and his aſſiſtants in England, under the protection of king 


Henry the eighth; and by other powers at, and ſince that 


time. How many of theſe horns have yet oppoſed the whore 
I know not; or whether the whore hath recovered any of her. 


loſs I know not. Bleſſed be God ſhe has not recovered all. 
But we may obſerve it is not ſaid in this place that theſe ſhall 
| 2 | utterly 
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utterly and at once deftroy the whore, but * theſe ſhall hate the 


whore, &c.“ 


I proceed now to the conſideration of ſome other ſcriptures, 
which ſeem to relate to the period of which we are ſpeaking. 
We read in Rom. viii. © that the earneſt expeRation of the 
* creature waiteth for the manifeſtation of the ſons of God. 
« For the creature was made ſubjett to vanity, not willingly, 
but by reaſon of him who hath ſubjected the ſame in hope: 
« Becauſe the creature itſelf alſo ſhall be delivered from the 
bondage of corruption, into the glorious liberty of the chil- 
e dren of God. For we know that the whole creation groan- 
*eth, and travaileth in pain together until now: And not only 
they, but ourſelves alſo, which have the firſt fruits of the 
„ ſpirit, even we ourſelyes groan within ourſelves, waiting for 
the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.“ (ver. 19 
—23.) Now I would aſk the learned and the wiſe, What 
things or what period does this ſcripture direct us to? I ſeem 
to hear many good people ſay, that it foreſhews the deſtruction 
of the whoriſh church of Rome, and the latter-day glory, when 
the brute-creation ſhall be delivered from its bondage, and 
made happier on account of the univerſal prevalence of type 


chriſtianity. But if this be all that is intended, the church 


with the whole creation might wait. ſeventeen hundred years 
longer, after this takes place, , there be ſuch a deliverance 
as is here ſpoken of. And then the church in theſe latter days 
may adopt the language of the church of old, and ſay, We 
* have been with child, we have been in pain, we have as it 


«* were brought forth wind, we have not wrought any deliver- 


* ance in the earth, neither have the inhabitants of the world 


fallen.“ (Iſai. xxvi. 18.) I would obſerve however, that as 


there was a word of comfort for her in the midſt of her pain 
and trouble in thoſe days, ſo hkewiſe is there now. Thy 
dead men ſhall live, together with my dead body ſhall they 
« ariſe; awake and ſing ye that dwell in duſt: for thy dew is as 
© the dew of herbs, and the earth ſhall caſt out the dead. Come; 
* my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and ſhut thy doors 
about thee : hide thyſelf as it were for a little moment, until 
* the indignation be overpaſt. For behold the Lord cometh out 
* of his place to puniſh the inhabitants of the earth for their ini- 
* quity : the earth alſo ſhall diſcloſe her blood, and ſhall no 
* more cover her ſlain.” (Ver. 19—21.) "Now this ſeems to 


refer to the ſame glorious period which the creature (or creati- 


C 2 on, 


. what the ſaints are encouraged to look a 
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on) is faid to be earneſtly expecting, and hoping for, viz. the 


manifeſtation of the ſons of God, the laſt-day glory, or the 


time in which they who dwell in the duſt ſhall awake and ſing, 
&c. And then ſhalt the creature itſelf be delivered from the 
bondage of corruption, into the glorious liberty of the children 
of God. And this will be a glorious ry indeed. It 1s 
called an eternal weight of glory. It is ſuch a flate as fleſh 
and blood can neither 'reach nor enjoy. Nevertheleſs it 1s 

| fer Look up then ye 
ſaints and lift up your heads, for your redemption draweth 
nigh. But what does the ſcripture mean by the bondage of the 
creature? Or what advantage will they receive at the mani- 
feſtation of the ſons of God? What is it that they ſo earneſtly 
expect and wait for? And why is it ſaid that they were made 
ſubject to vanity not willingly, but by reaſon of him who hath 
ſubjected the ſame in hope? I anſwer that by the word men- 
tioning the will, the expedtation, the hope, the travailing in 
pain of the creature, we muſt conſider it as ſpeaking to us af- 
ter the manner of men, and that theſe terms are made uſe of 


to convey to our weak capacities not ſo much the language or 


the experience, as the /tate and condition of the creatures. It 
ſhews us that wretched Rate of bondage and ſervitude to which 


—the fin of man hath ſubdued the whole creation. The fin of 


man hath greatly eclipſed the beauty and glory of the whole 
fabrick of the world, and laid man himſelf the lord- of the cre- 
ation under three kinds of death, namely, ſpiritual, temporal, 
and eternal. But, bleſſed he God, though man is become the 
wretched ſubject of ſin and death, yet in the Lord he hath 


found help; for the church of God, with all the creatures here 


referred to, is ſubjected in 0 or under hope. And here 1 
would take notice of the foundation on which this hope ſtands. 
There is but one foundation that can ſupport it, viz, the pro- 


miſes of God in Chriſt Jeſus; for that hope, and that faith, 


- which is not fixed on this bottom, will expoſe us to ſhame and 


everlaſting contempt. Now the church of God, or the ſaints 
of the Moſt High, with the whole creation, are here compared 
by the apoſtle to a travailing woman. (See the ſame language 

bh xxvi. 17.) The ſaints, or the children of God, are re- 
preſented as waiting for the fulfilment of the promiſe, for the 
end of the hope ſet before them, for the redemption of their 
bodies. And here I will bring forth a promiſe out of the trea- 
fures of God's word, which ſeems to anſwer to the promiſe 

| they 
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(Dan. vii. 27.) * Then ſhall be brought to paſs the . 


1 41 
\ 
they are waiting for :—* Whoſe voice then ſhook the earth; 


hut now he hath promiſed, ſaying, yet once more I ſhake 
„not the earth only, but alſo the heaven.” (Heb. xii. 26.) 


But if any one ſhould aſk how the ſhaking of the heaven and 


earth can be conſidered as a promiſe, it may be replied, we 
have a full, a plain, a perfect anſwer in the prophecy of Joel. 
* God is his own interpreter, and he ſhall make it plain.” 


„The ſun and the moon ſhall be darkened, and the ſtars ſhall. 


withdraw their ſhining.. The Lord alfo ſhall roar out of 


Sion, and uttef his voice from Jeruſalem, and the khravens 
* and the earth ſhall ſhake ; but the Lord will be the hope of 
* his people and the firength of the children of Fſrael.” (Joel 
111. 15, 16.) Then the Lord himſelf ſhall deſcend from hea- 
yen with a ſhout, and as we have reaſon to believe there will 
be a great earthquake, ſo that the foundations of the earth 
where the ſaints have been ſo long ſhut up will be ſhaken, and 
immediately all the priſon doors will be opened, and eve 

one's bands loofed. The ſaints will come forth like gold puri- 
fied. Thoſe that are alive will be inſtantly changed, caught 
up together with them which were dead in the clouds to meet 


the Lord in the air. Then the kingdom and dominion, and 


* the greatneſs of the kingdom under the whole heaven ſhall 
abe given unto the people of the ſaints of the Moſt High.“ 


« that is written, Death is ſwallowed up in victory.“ (1 Cor. 
xv. 54.) Then ſhall the wicked be deſtroyed from off the face 


of the whole earth. Then {hall the creature be delivered from 


the bondage of corruption. Then ſhall the heavens rejoice 
and the earth be glad. Then ſhall the ſea roar with the voice 
of triumph. Then ſhall the fields be joy ful and all that is there, 
in. Then ſhall all the trees of the wood rejoice before the 
Lord, for he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth. And 
then, (if I miſtake not) the ſaints ſhall live and reign with 
Chriſt a thouſand years. | 

It appears to me that the prophets ſpake of this ſame term of 
time, and the ſame things under dark figures, but the Lord 
was pleaſed at the end of the book to reveal it by his ſervant 


John in plain terms ; doubtleſs for the benefit and conſolation 


of the people of God, under all the perſecutions, tribulations, 
temptations, and trials, which they are called to conflict with 
in this preſent evil world. I call it time and not eternity, as it 
is a limited period. We may conſider it therefore as a glori- 

| C 3 | dus 


Ea 3 | 
ous Bleſſing of time—a deliverance from a thouſand years bon- 
dage under death and the grave, or (as the ſcripture often calls 
it) hell, to live and reign with Chriſt, Therefore it is ſaid, 
* Bleſſed is he that waiteth,” viz. that waiteth for this glorious 
period. It ſeems that faith hath hitched her fingers in ſome- 
thing that ſhe cannot let go; therefore ſhe is reaching forth 
and preſſing forwards towards the mark, that ſhe may come to 
the thoufand three hundred and five and thirty days. (Dan. 
Xit. 13.) And no wonder, for this will indeed be a moſt glo- 
tious time. They who ſhall be accounted worthy to obtain 
* that world, and the reſurrection from the dead, neither mar- 


ſl * ry nor are given in marriage: - no more earth or corrupti- 
. on: 


| no more beaſtly affections: neither can they die 
3 * any more, for they are equal unto the angels, and are the 
| = children of God, being the children of the reſurrection.“ 
_ FY Luke xx. 35, 36.) This is the reſurrection we have been 
1 | peaking of. This is what faith is looking to. This is what 

| 


Wi hope is waiting for. This is the end of the faith of God's 
ji ele, namely, their complete ſalvation both in ſoul and body. 
19 We have a promiſe for our comfort which ſeems to relate to 
* this ſubject, recorded in Matt. xxiv. 22. And except thoſe 
1 * days ſhould be ſhortened there ſhould no fleſh be ſaved, but 
| * for the elect's fake thoſe days ſhall be ſhortened.” Now 
theſe words are very ſeaſonable and ſuitable to our purpoſe. 
But perhaps it may be ſaid, they ſtand connected with the ca- 
lamities that were ſoon after to be brought on the Jews, I al- 
| low they do. But the prediftions of this chapter, referring to 
1 | che calamities of the Jews and the coming of Chriſt in the 
; clouds of heaven, are ſo mingled together, that there needs 

/ 


14 more than human wiſdom and learning rightly to divide them. 
1 Ef It is ſaid ver. g4. **Verily I ſay unto you, This generation 
wy * ſhall, not paſs, till all theſe things be fulfilled.” Now if 
i ty what goes before, and what follows after this verſe can be re- 
5 conciled to the calamities brought on the Jews before the end 


of that generation, well: but if not, there ſeems to be a neceſ- 
fity of our ſeparating theſe words from thoſe with which they 
are joined. We will therefore put the 22nd verſe in the place 
of the 34th for a moment, 4 the 34th for the 22nd and this 
will very well anſwer our purpoſe, without wreſting or in any 
wiſe injuring the truth; for, as we ſay, an exchange is no rob. 
bery, But if any one ſhould object to the liberty of tranſpo- 
ling the 22nd verſe, we may notwithſtanding apply it to our 
| ſubject: 
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that we are now under the ſound of the 
woe. But to make known m thoughts I would take a little 
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ſubject: for it is evident that the whole of our Lord's diſcourſe 
in this chapter, cannot be applied excluſively either to the ca- 
lamities ſhortly to be brought on the Jews, or to the deſtruc- 
tion of the wicked at Chriſt's ſecond coming. It muſt certain- 
ly, as we have ſaid, be a mixed prophecy, ſome of which 
relates to one of theſe events, ſome to the other, and ſome to 
both, as the words will bear. (See the ſame way of min img 
various prophecies together, Luke xvii. 20—g7.) The {962 
has been pleaſed thus to ſpeak, that he might make the truth 
known, 2 where, and by whom he would; that no fleſh 
ſhould glory in his preſence. The apoſtle ſeems to ſpeak to 
the ſame purpoſe in Rom. ix. 28. Though the number of the 
children of Iſrael be as the ſand of the ſea, a remnant ſhall 
be ſaved: for he will finiſh the work” (or the account as the 
margin reads it) and cut it ſhort in righteouſneſs, becauſe a 
* ſhort work will the Lord make upon the earth.” This ſhort- 
ening of the days is for the elects Che, whom he hath choſen; 
who are crying to him day and night, for he hath promiſed to 
avenge them ſpeedily, Therefore we are taught to pray and 
not to faint. In the language of the poet, we ſay, 


© Cut ſhort the bours, dear Lord, and come ! 
© Thy ling'ring wheels how long they ſtay!” 


The preſent ſtate of things in Europe, and other circum- 
ſtances relating to theſe times, have lately conveyed to me 1deas 
Gem trumpet, or ſecond 


notice of what we have in Chap. xi. concerning the two wit- 
neſſes. And I will give power unto my two witneſſes and 
* they ſhall propheſy a thouſand two hundred and threeſcore 
days, clothed in ſackcloth.” But whom may the word intend 
by theſe two witneſſes? We are told in the next verſe, that 
* theſe are the two olive trees, and the two candleſticks ſtand- 
ing before the God of the earth.” Compare Zech. iv. 3, 11 
—14. It appears therefore that we are not to conſider theſe 
two witneſſes as referring to any particular men or number of 
men, but to the Old and New Teſtament witneſſes. For the 
Old Teſtament wiinefles as well zs the New propheſied in ſack- 
cloth, and were likewiſe killed by the teſtimony they held. 
* Which of the prophets have not your fathers killed? (Akts 
vii. 52.) Beſides, the following words ſeem to have a particu- 


lar reference to the prophet Elijah, And if any man will hurt 
C 4 © thom, 
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them, fire proceedeth out of their mouth and devoureth their 
enemies.“ And again, Theſe have power to ſhut heaven 


that it rain not in the days of their prophecy ; and to ſmite 


the earth with all plagues as often as they will.” (Ver. 5, 6.) 
We learn from what is here expreſſed the different effects of the 
prayer of faith. As it bringeth down bleſſings upon the head 
of the faithful, ſo it bringeth down curſes on the head of the 
wicked. See Rom. xii. 19—21. The ſame things are alſo 
Tpoken in a figure, Rev. viii. g—z. Let us therefore learn to 


love our enemies, ſeeing God hath ſaid, © Vengeance is mine, 


* I will repay.” I fay unto you, love your enemies, bleſs 
* them that curſe you; do good to them that hate you, and pray 
for them which OY uſe you, and perſecute you: that 
*ye may be the children of your father which is in heaven, 
% for he maketh the ſun to riſe on the evil and the good, and 
ſendeth rain on the juſt and on the unjuſt.” (Matt. v. 44, 
45.) But to return—Some will doubtleſs object and ſay, How 
can theſe two witneſſes refer to the Old and New Teſtament 
witneſſes, whereas the former had finiſhed their prophecy be- 
fore St. John wrote of theſe things, and long before the 1260 
days here ſpoken of? To this I anſwer, The Old Teſtament 
witneſſes are yet 2 though they are dead. (Heb. xi. 
4.) And, notwithitanding all the things that the apoſtle Peter 


ſaw and heard, yet he tells us that we have a more ſure word 
of prophecy, whereunto (fays he) ye do well that ye take 
_ * heed, as unto a light that ſhineth in a dark place.” (2 Peter 
i. 19.) Our Lord came not to deſtroy but to fulfil the law and 


the prophets, as he declares himſelf, and as it is written in 
Acts iii. 18. But thoſe things which God before had ſhewed 
„by the mouth of all his prophets, that Chriſt ſhould ſuffer, 
„he hath ſo fulfilled.” It is alſo written in the law that the 
* teſtimony of two men is true;“ (John viii. 17.) therefore 
God hath - ſo ordained, that by the mouth of theſe two witneſ- 
ſes every word ſhould be eſtabliſhed. * We muſt then include 
the word of the two teſtaments, or two covenants, in the ac- 
count of the witneſſes. And theſe, as containing the written 
will of God, are indeed the moſt faithful witneſſes ; for men, 
even good men, may err, as is often the caſe, and by them the 


| ſcriptures may be corrupted or miſconſtrued; but © the word 


of the Lord endureth for ever.“ (Iſai. xl. 8.) We may ob- 
ſerve indeed that the beaſt that aſcended out of the bottomleſs 


| pit killed the word, and had not the Lord preſerved it from 


corruption, 
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corruption, and raiſed it again to life, what a ſtate would theſe 
kingdoms have now been in ? But without ſaying more of the 
word, we would confine our thoughts to the perſonal witneſſes. 
who have already or yet may be killed by the beaſt of Rome, 
Some may think the time of the death of theſe witneſſes as al- 
ready paſt, and perhaps others may think it is yet to come; 
but neither of theſe opinions ſeem to be ſtrictly juſt; It is ve- 
ry certain that many of the witneſſes of Jeſus have been ſlain 
by popiſh tyranny, eſpecially when the darkeſt clouds of pope- 
ry hung over the nations of the earth. We read of two great 
and famous ones, namely, John Huſs and Jerom of Prague 
who were burnt at Conſtance about the year 1400. And ſince 
that time many have been burnt in this our nation, as we all 
know. How many there are yet for the beaſt to kill, God on- 
ly knows; but this we know that God muſt have witneſſes as 
long as antichriſt has power, for theſe witneſſes ſhall propheſy 
1260 days, and the Gentiles ſhall tread the holy city under 
for 42 months, which counting thirty days to a month make up 
1260. See likewiſe chap. x11, 6. where we ſhall find the wo- 
man muſt ſtay in the wilderneſs the ſame term of time. And 
in ver. 14. ſhe is ſaid to be nouriſhed in the wilderneſs * for a 
« time, and times, and halt a time,” that is, reckoning a year 
for a time, three years and a halt, or 42 months, or 1260 — 
The ſame term is likewiſe given to antichriſt, Chap. xiii. 5. 
And there was given unto him a mouth ſpeaking great things, 
and blaſphemies : and power was given unto him to continue 
« forty and two months,” We find likewiſe the ſame duration 
of his power mentioned by the prophet Daniel: And he ſhall 
*« ſpeak great words againſt the Mott High, and think to change 
times and laws: and they ſhall be given into his hand, until 
* a time, and times, and the dividing of time.” (Dan. vii. 25.) 
See alſo Dan. xii. 5. Now I have thought that theſe days 
muſt needs imply ſome longer terms of time, therefore I put a 
day for a year, (Ezek. iv. 6.) and make this period to conſiſt 
of 1260 years. And as the witneſſes ſhall rand ty 1260 days, 
or years, clothed in ſackcloth, this well agrees with the long 
duration of popiſh power and cruelty. God only knows what 
troubleſome times the poor ſaints have experienced, who have 
been ſo long under his bloody yoke, and he only knows how 
much tonger they muſt remain under it. But if theſe two wit- _ 
neſſes ſhall finiſh their teſtimony, at the ſame period of time in 
which the beaſt ſhall finiſh his reign, and the woman's flight in- 
uh 
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of theſe witneſles as referring to any particular number 
men, or any particular point of time? It is plain therefore 
that this paſſage refers to the witneſſes for the truth in general 
as they already have, and may yet be killed during this period 
of time, and times, and the dividing of time. Inver. 8, 9. it 
is faid, © And their dead bodies ſhall lie in the ſtreet of the 
* great city, which ſpiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where 
* alſo our Lord was crucified. . And they of the people, and 
« kindreds, and tongues, and nations, ſhall ſee their dead bo- 
dies, three days and an half, and ſhall not ſuffer their dead 
© bodies to be put in graves.” This likewiſe feems to have 
been fulfilled ; for their kingdom has been ſupported by cruel- 
ty, and they hold their bloody court of inquiſition throughout 
their dominions until this day, as I have been informed. And 
indeed it appears to me that there are bloody times yet to come; 
for antichriſt's kingdom probably will not be deſtroyed until 
the ancient of days fhall fit. And what is here ſaid concerning 
the time that the witneſſes ſhall be dead, conveys an idea to 
me that it will be but a very ſhort ſpace, before the period we 
are ſpeaking of ſhall arrive; for what is related concerning 
their reſurrection and aſcenſion up to heaven cannot be literal- 
ty fulfilled before the laſt- day. And after three days and an 
half the ſpirit of life from God entered into them: And they 
* flood upon their feet, and great fear fell upon them that ſaw 
*them. And they heard a great voice from heaven, ſaying un- 
to them, Come up hither. . And they aſcended up to heaven 
ein a cloud and their enemies beheld them.” (Ver. 11. 12.) 
Then ſhall the great cloud of witneſſes aſcend up to heaven in 
the preſence of their enemies, —devils, and reprobate men, 
who ſhall gnaſh with their teeth and conſume away. But there 
is another ſenſe in which we may underſtand the reſurre&tion 
of theſe witnefles. When ſome of them have been put to 
death, the Lord from time to time has raiſed up more in their 
ſtead. Thus John Huſs told the pepple at his death, that out 
of the aſhes of the goo/e (which they ſay Hu/s in the Bohemi- 
an language fignifies) God would raiſe up a ſwan, whoſe ſing- 
ing would affright all thoſe vultures ; which was indeed exact 
fulfilled in Luther ſoon after. And, as we have ſaid, the Lord 
raiſed up Thomas Cromwell, Earl oi Eſſex, under Henry the 
Eighth, who was a great champion -for the Proteſtant cauſe. 
And when our eſtabliſhed church was funk into a low corrupt- 
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ed ſtate, * then the Lord was pleaſed to raiſe up that famous 
hero George Whitfield, who under the divine bleſſing alarmed. 
the whole empire, and would have awskened the whole world, 
had it been in his power, —whole labours I hope will never be 
worn out of theſe nations while they are inhabited. There 
are many faithful witneſſes at this time, bleſſed be God, of va- 
rious names. The diſſenting intereſt has greatly increaſed ſince 
my memory. Many buildings have been erefted for the great 
purpoſe of preaching the precious golpel by different denomi- 
nations, eſpecially by the aforeſaid George Whitfield, the 
Counteſs of Huntingdon, and their connettions,—But if any 
one ſhould ſay that theſe nations have nothing to do with the 
beaſt, it may be replied that we have nevertheleſs much to do 
with the dragon. The devil has a large kingdom here. The 
broad way ſeems to be crowded. Satan has work for Proteſ- 
tants, as well as for Papiſts. Therefore we have need of wit- 
neſſes, ſuch as are valiant for the truth, ſuch as are taught of 
God, having their ſenſes exerciſed to difcern both good and 
evil, Therefore let us pray unto the great Lord of the harveſt 
that he would ſend forth labourers into his harveſt, and haſten 
his work. — But my mind was led to ſpeak of theſe two wit- 
neſſes by what follows: And the ſame hour was there a great 
„earthquake, and the tenth part of the city fell, and in the 
* earthquake were flain of men ſeven thouſand: and the rem- 
* nant were affrighted and gave glory to the God of heaven.” 
(Ver. 13.) I know nothing of the {tate or extent of anti- 
chriſt's kingdom, whether it be ſtrengthening or weakening. 
But I remember to have heard of wars and rumours of wars 
for the ſpace of threeſcore years. Times of peace have been 
very ſhort. How it hath been in other parts of the globe God 
knows. But I never heard of fo much blood ſhed in ſo ſhort 
a time 1n this quarter of the world; and how it will end God 
only knows. I think that the earthquake here {ſpoken of refers 
to this preſent time, The: commotions of the preſent age are 
rightly figured by an earthquake ; for the Hd, waa Cannons 
do make the earth tremble and quake. It is ſaid there was a 
great earthquake in the ſame hour in which the witneſfes were 
raiſed up and aſcended into heaven. Now if this may be un- 


4 
mu N Nr 
* The ſpirit dead the workmen fled : 
Diſſenters few, and coldith 100. 


derſtood 


[a8 ] 
derſtood of God's raiſing up witneſſes and ſending them into 


the church, which is ſometimes called the kingdom of heaven, 
it would well agree with my thoughts on the ſubje& ; for there 
have been many witneſfes raiſed up in proceſs of ſixty years in 
this part of the earth. But we read that the tenth part of the 
city fell. Now it by the city here ſpoken of is intended the 
great Babylon, then the ee ſeems to be fulfilled in our 
neiglibouring nation; for France, I ſuppoſe, was one of the 
ſtrongeſt horns the beaſt had on his head. How many horns 
the beaſt hath upon his head at this time I know not. But it 
originally had ten, which were ten kings; (Chap. xviii. 12.) 
and if ſo then the rending of this kingdom from the great Ba- 
Þylen well accords with the word here ſpoken. We are told 
that there were flain of men, or names of men, ſeven thou- 
fand. The word /ever in ſcripture we know will take in an in- 
finite number. And by names of men may be meant men of 
different nations, languages and denominations. * And the 
remnant were affrighted and gave glory to the God of hea- 
ven.“ We hope that many by theſe fearful fights wilt be 
affrighted out of their ſins, and as the judgments of God are 
abroad in the world, that many through grace will learn righ- 
teouſneſs. And let the people of God rejoice in his goodneſs 
to them; for they are exhorted not to be terrified, becauſe theſe 
things muſt firſt come to paſs. * Nation ſhall riſe againſt na- 
tion and kingdom againſt kingdom: and there fhall be fa. 
mines, and peſtilences, and earthquakes in divers places.“ 
{Matt. xxiv. 7.) But let the redeemed of the Lord give glo 
to the God of heaven for his promiſes. © In famine he mall 
* redeem thee from death and in war from the power of the 
« fword.” (Job v. 20.) Thou ſhalt not be afraid for the ter- 
* ror that flieth by night, nor for the arrow that flieth by day. 
Nor for the peſtilence that walketh in darkneſs ; nor for the 
4 deftruttion that waſteth at noon day.” (Pfin. xci. 5, 6.) And 
above all things let the chriſtian rejoice in that blefled hope 
that his nanie 1s written in heaven. It follows in Ver. 14. 
The ſecond wo is paſt, and behold the third wo cometh 
* quickly.” God only knows how long it will be to the end 
of the wo; but we are aſſured that the next or third wo will be 
the laſt, and that * the myſtery of God ſhall then be finiſhed.” 
Compare ver. 15. with chap. x. 6, 7. It hath been an old 
opinion that the world ſhall ſtand fix thouſand years, which 


well agrees with the two former diſpenſations. I myſelt have 
83 | thought 
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thought that as God made the world in ſix days, and agvit. is 
ſaid that with him a thouſand years are as one day and one dey 
as a thouſand years, that it may be finiſhed about that time, or 
perhaps ſooner, or a little longer, according to the divine pur- 

ſe; for of that day and hour none ſhall know but the Deity 
only. Yet we are commanded to learn a parable of the fig-tree. 
„When his branch is yet tender (ſays Chriſt) and putteth forth 
© leaves, ye know that ſummer is mgh. So likewiſe ye, when 
« ye ſhall ſee all theſe things, know that it is near, even at the 
„doors.“ (Matt. xxiv. 32.) And, as we know, that day 
muſt come, let us watch a pray that we may be found of 
him in peace, without ſpot and blameleſs. However the ſerip- 
ture ſeems to ſhew us that there will be yet greater ſigns and 
tokens before the coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt with all his 
fins. 
As I have juſt mentioned the time in which the Lord made 


the heavens and the earth, I ſhall proceed to make a few ob- 


-ſervations on our ſubject from that circumſtance. God might 
purpoſe perhaps that the fix days in which he did this work, 
ſhould be a figure of man's time upon earth. (See Pſalm xc. 
4. 2 Pet. iii. 8.) And as God reſted the ſeventh day fromall his 
works, and ordained a ſabbath of reſt to be obſerved through- 
eut all ages of time, this ſeems likewiſe to prefigure the thou- 
ſand years reign of the ſaints, or the reſt that remaineth for the 
people of God. There remaineth therefore a reſt, or the 


* keeping of a ſabbath (as the margin hath it) to the people of 


„God.“ (Heb. iv. 9.) If it be ſo then that there remaineth a 
reſt for the church of God, and it muſt be attained by faith, 
let us therefore give the more earneſt heed, leſt we ſhould let 
ſuch a bleſſing Kip : for it will be a glorious reſt. Tlierefore 
to- day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts.” — 
I have often thought of the wiſe diſpenſation of God in chang- 
ing the ancient ſabbath, which was doubtleſs intended that we 
might keep alive in our memories the reſurrection of Jeſus 
Chriſt from the dead—that great and glorious event on which 
our preſent. and eternal peace and happineſs depend, as the 
the apoſtle argues 1 Cor. xv.—and that our being called upon 
weekly to commemorate ſo great a benefit, ſo rich a bleſkng, 
our minds might be led to that more glorious ſabbath or reſt, 


* Which for the church of God remains, 
The end of cares, the end of pains, 
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But ſhould any one fay, Mere, Lord? The anſwer is, 
* Whitherſoever the body is, thither will the eagles be gathered 
together.“ (Luke xvit. 37.) I would obferve here that it is 
not faid in the paſſage we have been conſidering, Thou haft 
made us unto our God kings and prieſts, and we ſhall reign on the 
earth with Chriſt a thouſand years. We may indeed conſider 
this. reign as a bleſſing of time, or within the limits of time: 
but theſe ſpiritual bodies will not want earth and ſtones to ſup- 

rt them, for they follow the Lamb whitherfoever he ox 4 
We read in the book of Exodus that © Moſes and Aaron, Na- 
„dab and Abihu, and oP of the elders of Ifrael went up, 
* and ſaw the God of Ifrael : and there was under his feet as 
* jt were a paved work of a ANN ſtone, and as it were the 
* body of heaven in his clearneſs.” (Exod. xxiv. q, 10.) The 
ſcripture ſeems to me to convey ſome ideas that this reign will 
be in the lower regions, but not upon the earth. See Rev. 
xxi. 2. I John ſaw the holy city, new Jeruſalem, _ 
„down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorne 
* for her huſband.” None will deny that this bride is the 
church of God, which he hath — with his own blood, 
and yet it came down from God. We read alſo that * them 
„which fleep in Jeſus will God bring with him, and them 
* which ſhall be upon the earth ſhall be caught up to meet the 
„Lord in the air;” (1 Theſſ. iv. 14, 17.) Che ow high we 
cannot ſaß. We hear another ſaying, Come hither, I will 
„ ſhew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife; and he carried me 
„away in the ſpirit to a great and high mountain, and ſhewed 
* me that great city, the holy Jeruſalem, deſcending out of 
* heaven Fon God.” (Rev. xxi. 10.) Now theſe ſcriptures 
well agree, I think ; and though John ſays from God and 
Paul ſays irn God, they mean one and the ſame thing; for 
where God is, where Chriſt is, there is heaven. A. if the 
Lord is pleaſed to pour out the laſt vial of his wrath into the 
air, and drive the devil and his angels from thence down to 
the bottomleſs pit and ſhut him np there, and to fix his own 
throne upon that great and high mountain, and reign with his 
ſaints and his faints with him a thouſand years, let his will be 
done. May the time be near. | 

We have another long deſcription of the church of God by 
Ezekiel in the laſt nine Chapters under a variety of dark ſimi- 
litudes ; but we find there many things which evidently agree 
with John's and Iſaiah's new Jeruſalem. See Chap. xlin. 7 

| | xlviii. 
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xIviii. 35. And he ſaid unto me, Son of man, the place 
« of my throne and the place of the ſoles of my feet, where 
« vill dwell in the midſt of the children of Iſrael for ever, 
« and my holy name ſhall the houſe of Iſrael no more defile. 
And the name of the city from that day ſhall be Jehovah- 
% ſhammah, the Lord is there.” I would remark likewiſe that 
before this e begins to deſcribe the new Jeruſalem, he 
gives us a clear account of the fir reſurrection. See Chap. 
xxxvii. 9, 10, 11. Come from the four winds, O breath, 
and breathe upon theſe ſlain, that they may live. So I pro- 
« pheſied as I was commanded, and the breath came into them, 
* and they lived, and flood upon their feet an exceeding great 
* army. Then he ſaid unto me, Son of man, theſe bones are 
the whole houſe of Iſrael :"'—that is, the whole Iſrael of 

od. 
There is ſomething recorded in the prophet Zechariah much 
to our purpoſe, on which I ſhall endeavour to make a few re- 
marks. It ſeems to me that all thoſe glorious promiſes record- 
ed in Chap. xiv. of this prophecy reach unto the period of 
which we are ſpeaking, and that they cannot refer to any 
thing that can take Hue in the preſent ſtate of the world. We 
have the coming of Chriſt foretold by the prophet in Verſes 4 
and 5.—not his _— in the manger, but his coming the ſe- 
cond time with all his ſaints, as it is likewiſe expreſſed by St. 
Paul. (1 Theff. iii. 13.) In the 6 and 7 Verles we are told 
what ſhall follow the coming of Chriſt, © And it ſhall come to 
* paſs in. that day that the light ſhall not be clear nor dark.” 
Now this ſeems to me to be the day, or term of time, between 
the firſt reſurrection and the laſt judgment. It ſhall be one 
* day which ſhall be known to the Ford, not day nor night.” 
Now with regard to the beginning, the length, the tranſactions, 
and the end of this day, it is known to the Lord only. (Matt. 
xxv. 36.) And this being the caſe it may with propriety be 
called the Lord's day. This is the church's new ſabbath, 
which ſhe ſhall improve in ſinging a new ſong unto the Lord, 
ſimilar to what we have 1 Sam. ii. 1—10.—But how are we to 
underſtand what the prophet here ſays, that * it ſhall not be 
„day nor night; but it ſhall come to paſs at evening time it 
* ſhall be light?” I think it may be underſtood thus: that it 
is neither time nor eternity; for the eternal ſtate will be begun, 
and yet it will be within the limits of time. And though the 
light of the holy city ſhall then be © like unto a ſtone moſt 


precious, 
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theſe words, ** In that day there 
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Xx1. 10.) yet it may be flill brighter after this ſabbath is end- 
ed for ought we know, Then there will be no night there; 
* for the Lord God ſhall give them light, and they ſhall reign 
* for ever and ever.” (Chap. xxii. 5.) The ſaints may not be 
made able inſtantaneouſſy to bear that eternal weight of glory 
which they ſhall be exalted to in due ſeaſon by Chriſt, who is 


aſcended far above all heavens that he might fill all things. We 


read farther, * And it ſhall be in that day that living waters 
* ſhall go out from Jeruſalem : half of them toward the form- 
* er ſea, and half of them toward the hinder ſea : in fummer 
and in winter it ſhall be.” (Ver. 8.) Now let us compare 
this verſe with Joel iii. 18. Ezek. xlvii. 1—12. Rev. xxi1. 1. 
and let us ſet theſe four witneſſes before the wiſeſt of our ex- 
poſitors, and aſk them whether theſe e have been 
completely or in any conſiderable meaſure fulfilled, either be- 


fore or ſince the coming of Jeſus Chriſt in the fleſh? Surely 


they have not. But we will call forth a few evidences more : 
—fſuch as are faithful and ready to defend the truth. Examine 
and compare Iſa. xxxv. 8—10. Jer. xxxi. 38—40. Joel iii. 
27. Zech. xiv. 20, 21. Now I would further aſk whether this 
perfection in holineſs, ſpoken of in theſe different ſcriptures 
by the four prophets has been fulfilled either with reſpett to the 
city of Jeruſalem, or with reſpect to the church of God ?— 
or whether (conſidering the preſent ſtate of things and God's 
manner of working) it can be fulfilled before the times of the 
zeſtitution of all things ?—In the gth verſe we read, © And the 
„Lord ſhall be king over all the earth: in that day ſhall there 
% he one Lord, and his name one.” Now this ſeems to confirm 
what we have been treating of, and to refer to that time when 
he ſhall have put all enemies under his feet, and made them his 


footſtool, We know that the Lord ſitteth king for ever, and 


conſequently at all times, and that he muſt reign till he hath ſub- 
dued all things to himſelf; (Pm. xxix. 10. 1 Cor. xv. 25.) 
but a day 1s here ſpoken of when there ſhall be one Lord and 


his name one. This ſeems well to agree with what ſhall fol- 


low the ſounding of the ſeventh angel, when © the kingdoms 
„of this world ſhall become the kingdoms of our Lord and of 
© his Chriſt, and they ſhall reign for ever and ever.” Now 

Pall be one Lord and his name 


* one,” do infer that at preſent God ſuffers other lords to do- 
mineer over his heritage, namely, ſin, ſatan, the world, cor- 
| ruptions/ 
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ruptions, the angry nations, &c. and theſe lords have greatly 
liftreſſed and oppreſſed the afflacted church of God. And 
beſides theſe, the two tyrants death and the grave have for a 
long time reigned over the bodies of the ſaints. But in that 
day the Lord God omnipotent will take unto himſelf his great 
power ard will reign over all theſe enemies, and his fairits ſhall 
reign with him, when he ſhall have put down all rule and all 
authority and power. Indeed the Lord now reigns, as we have 
already obſerved ; and.the pſalmiſt ſays, © he is the king of all 


the earth; but the prophet tells us of a day (ſince David 


ſpake) when * there ſhall be one Lord and his name one.” 
And if there ſhall then be but one Lord, all other lords muſt 
conſequently be deſtroyed. (See Ia. xxvi. 13, 14.)—In ver. 


10. we read, All the land ſhall be turned as a plain from Ge- 


„ba to Rimmon, ſouth of Jeruſalem. Here we have a 
ſhort account of the new Jeruſalem. We find another ſhort 
account of it in Jer. xxxi. 38—40. in words ſimilar to thoſe 
recorded here: The land ſhall be turned as a plain.“ It is 
likewiſe ſaid in Iſaiah, © Every mow ſhall be exalted, and 
every mountain and hill ſhall be made low, and the crooked 
* ſhall be made ſtraight, and the rough places plain.” But we 
muſt wait for the full accompliſhment of theſe prophecies and 
promiſes till the reſurrection of the juſt ; for we ſhall only find 
perfection in the new Jeruſalem. It is further ſaid, (ver. 10.) 
and it ſhall be lifted up, and inhabited in her place ;” viz. 
the church of God or the new Jeruſalem ſhall. be hfted up, 
She * ſhall be eſtabliſhed in the tops of the mountains, and 
* ſhall be exalted above the hills,” (Micah iv. 1.) and as it fol- 
lows in ver. 11. © Men ſhall dwell in it, and there ſhall be no 
* more utter deſtruction, but Jeruſalem ſhall be ſafely inhabi- 
ted, or according to the margin, abide.” * 

I now proceed to make a few obſervations on another dark 
ſaying relative to our ſubjett, on which I ſhall be glad to throw 
a little light as the Lord ſhall enable me. We find in Rev. 
XX. 7. that * when the thouſand years are expired Satan ſhall 
* be looſed out of his priſon.” . Ih ver. g. it is ſaid, After 
* that he muſt be looſed a little ſeaſon.” Now from what we 
have in this chapter, and in the writings of the prophets, we 


will endeavour to ſhew CI willing) the reaſon or cauſe why 
ooſed for a little ſeaſon. It is ſaid in 


ver. 4. where we read of the church's reſurrection, that they 

« lived and reigned with Chriſt a thouſand years.” And we 

find that the time of Satan's bondage exactly anſwers to the 
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margin hath it. And thou ſhalt ſay, I will go up to the land 
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time of the church's reign with Chriſt. Then comes on the 
laſt reſurrection and the laſt 1 of the wicked—devils 


and men. But the reſt of the dead lived not again until the 


thouſand years were finfſned.“ Then ſhall the wicked like- 


wile be raiſed from the dead, not to live and reign with Chriſt, 


but to be tormented with the devil and his angels“ day and 
night for ever and ever.” For it is ſaid, the heavens and 
* the earth which are now, by the word of God are kept in 
** ſtore, reſerved unto fire againſt the day of judgment and per- 
* dition of ungodly men.” (2 Pet. iii. 7.) Therefore when 
the judge ſhall come and fit on his great white throne, having 
raiſed the dead by his mighty power, they muſt all appear be- 
tore his judgment-ſeat. Thither they muſt be brought by Sa- 
tan, who will be obliged to do this, as he is the officer appoint- 
ed for the purpoſe, that with him and all the fallen ſpirits they 
may receive their laſt ſentence of condemnation ; for Satan 
cannot caſt them into priſon till the ſentence is paſt, © Go, ye 
* curſed, into everlaſting fire prepared for the devil and his an- 
gels.“ Therefore, ſinner, © agree with thine adverſary quick- 
„ly, whilſt thou art in the way with him, leſt at any time the 
* adverſary deliver thee to the judge, and the judge deliver thee 
to the officer, and thou be caſt into priſon. Verily I ſay unto 
* thee, Thou ſhalt by no means come out thence, till thou 


* haſt paid the uttermoſt farthing.” (Matt. v. 25, 26.)—But is 


it not {aid that © Satan ſhall go out to deceive the nations which 
* are in the four quarters of the earth” (the wicked who will 
be found ſcattered over the earth) * Gog and Magog to gather 
them together to battle?“ (Ver. 8.) It is ſo. But we are 
to underſtand this as a figure; for when the bodies of the 
wicked ſhall be raiſed up and joined to their ſouls, they will 
be better qualified for miſchief, if they had power. Beſides 
the greatneſs of their number is as the ſand of the ſea; and 
doubtleſs there is malice enough in the hearts of Satan and all 
his army to lay the new Jeruſalem even with the ground, could 
they but match Jehovah's power. And we cannot ſay but Sa- 
tan may tempt his army and encourage them to have another 
trial with Michael, and fo flatter and deceive them once more, 
At leaſt it appears to me that the ſcripture thus ſpeaks. * Thus 
*« ſaith the Lord God, it ſhall alſo come to paſs that at the fame 
„time ſhall things come into thy mind, and thou ſhalt think 
* an evil thought,” or conceive a miſchievous purpole, as the 


ss of 


l 


„of unwalled villages, I will go to them that are at reſt, that 
„dwell ſafely, all of them dwelling without walls, and having 
neither bars nor gates; to take a ſpoil and to take a prey.“ 
(Ezek. xxxviii. 10, 11.) Again; © And they went up on the 
*« breadth of the earth, and compaſſed the camp of the ſaints 
„round about, and the beloved city.“ (Rev. xx. 9.) Mark— 
„the camp of the ſaints and the beloved city.” The word 
camp here ſeems to allude to the camp of Iſrael in the wilder- 
neſs, which was a figure of the beloved city, againſt which 
Satan has perpetual malice and enmity. This ſubjet is large- 
ly treated of in Ezek. xxxviii. where we find the Lord ſpeak- 
ing to Gog, or rather to Satan under that name, in the lan- 
guage of holy ſcorn. By Gog and Magog, with their ſubjects 
and people, may probably be meant the enemies of God and 
his church, who ſhall come forth in a very hoſtile manner, as 
appears from the account of their defeat: And I will turn 
* thee back, and put hooks into thy jaws, and I will bring thee 
„forth, and all thy army, horſes and horſemen, all of them 
« clothed with all ſorts of armour, even a great company with. 
« bucklers and ſhields, all of them handling ſwords.” (Ver. 4.) 
Be thou prepared, and prepare for thyſelf, thou and all thy 
company that are aſſembled unto thee, and be thou a guard 
« unto them.” (Ver.7.) Again; After many days thou ſhalt 
« be viſited, in the latter years thou ſhalt come into the land 
that is brought back from the ſword, and is gathered out of 
many e 0 againſt the mountains of Iſrael, &c. Thou ſhalt 
© aſcend and come like a ſtorm, thou ſhalt be like a cloud to 
cover * the land, thou and all thy bands, and many people 
with thee.” (Ver. 8, 9.) How exattly does the prophet here 
agree with the apocalypſe, ſo that he who runs may read. Here 
we have it repeated again and again :—* Therefore, Son of 


„man, propheſy and ſay unto Gog, Thus ſaith the Lord 


God, In that day when my people of Iſrael dwelleth ſafely, 


© ſhalt thou not know it? And thou ſhalt come from thy 


place out of the north parts, thou and many people with 


© thee, &c. And thou ſhalt come up againſt my people of II- 
&*rael, as a cloud tp cover the land, it ſhall be in the latter days, 
and I will bring thee againſt my land, &c.“ (Ver. 14, 15.) 


* The wicked ſhall in a meaſure cover the earth when riſen from 
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Again; —“ Thus faith the Lord God, Art thou he of whom I 
have ſpoken in old time by my ſervants the prophets of Iſra- 
«el, which propheſied in thoſe days many years, that I would 
„bring thee againſt them?“ Here we learn from the ſcrip- 
tures of truth that Satan muſt be looſed out of his priſon a lit- 
tle ſeaſon, but how. long we cannot ſay. © I will bring thee, 
„ ſays God, againſt my land ;”- (ver. 16.) but he will not be 
able to do it any injury, for he will be looſed for this purpole, 
namely to receive his laſt doom, with all his bands and all his 
legions, with fallen ſpirits and fallen men, as we ſaid before. 
And notwithſtanding the hoſtility of Satan and his armies, my 
will not be ſuffered to ſhoot one fiery dart, for, as we read, 


« fre came down from God out of heaven and devoured them.“ 


(Rev. xx. .) | | 

It ſeems to me that the xxivth and three following chapters of 
Iſaiah, or at leaſt that many things which are there ſpoken of, 
refer to the laſt-day glory, or the firſt reſurrection. Indeed 
we find it in plain terms in chapters xxv and xxvi. I ſhall 


therefore notice ſome things out of theſe four chapters, which 


ſeem to be moſt to our purpoſe, Indeed the Lord has been 


' pleaſed in theſe and many other ſcriptures, to mingle temporal, 


ſpiritual, and eternal things together, that no man can find 
them out to perfection; yet we are commanded, and with good 
reaſon, to * ſearch the ſcriptures” in order to diſcover the 
truth. Chap. xxiv. begins with a note of attention. Be- 
* hold ! the Lord maketh the earth empty and turneth it upſide 
„ down, and ſcattereth abroad the inhabitants thereof. And it 
* ſhall be as with the people, ſo with the prieſt; as with the 
« ſervant ſo with his maſter; as with the maid, ſo with her 
*+* miſtreſs ; as with the buyer ſo with the ſeller;” &c. &c. (Ver. 
1—12.) But amidſt the deſolations here ſpoken of there is a 
word of comfort tor the righteous ; and though they may be 
but © as. the ſhaking of an olive tree and as the gleaning of 
„grapes, (Ver. 13.) vet * they ſhall ſing for the majeſty of 
the Lord, they {hall cry aloud from the fea, From the ut- 
« termoſt part of the earth we have heard ſongs, even glory to 
the righteous.” (ver. 15, 16.) And though the church com- 
plains of her leanneſs many times, and of her treacherous deal- 


ers in this evil world, yet it is ſaid of all her members, © the 


„Lamb which is in the midſt of the throne ſhall feed them and 


' * ſhall lead them unto living fountains of waters, and God ſhall 


„wipe away all tears from their eyes.“ (Rev. vii. 17.) What 
| tollows 
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follows from ver. 17. to the end of the chapter ſeems to point 
to that dreadful, delightful day, * Fear and the pit, and the 
** ſnare are upon thee, O inhabitant of the earth. And it ſhall 
come to pals, that he who fleeth from the noiſe of the fear. 
* ſhall fall into the pit, and he that cometh up out of the midſt 
* of the pit, ſhall be taken in the ſnare : for the windows from 
on high are open, and the foundations of the earth do ſhake. 
The earth is utterly broken down, the earth is clean diſſolv- 
*ed, the earth 1s moved exceedingly. The earth ſhall reel to 
*and fro like a drunkard, and ſhall be removed like a cottage, 


Land the tranſgreſſion thereof ſhall be heavy upon it, and it 


*« ſhall fall and not riſe again. And it ſhall come to pals in 
that day, that the Lord ſhall puniſh the hoſt of the high ones 
that are on high, and the kings of the earth upon the earth. 


„„ they ſhall be gathered together as priſoners are gathered 


in the pit, and ſhall be ſhut up in the priſon, and after cans 
days ſhall they be viſited. Then the moon ſhall be confound. 
ed, and the ſun aſhamed, when the Lord of hoſts ſhall reign 
in mount Zion and in Jeruſalem, and before his ancients 
« gloriouſly.” (Ver. 17—23.) Now it appears to me that what 
we find in this chapter, eſpecially what is juſt quoted, refers to 
the tranſactions of the fr reſurrection. Here ſeems to be the 
end of Adam's blood or race ;—the devil with his angels, with 
all the wretched ſouls of the wicked who die in their fins, caſt 
into the bottomleſs pit, where they are to remain ſhut up in 
that awful priſon till the day of judgment and perdition of un- 
godly men, when they ſhall after many days « again viſited. 

ut the Lord ſhall reign before his ancients gloriouſly ; viz. Abel, 


Seth, Noah, Abraham, Iſaac, Jacob, Moſes, Samuel, David 


and the prophets, &c. &c. And if the ſun and moon cannot 
at this time endure his glory, how much leſs can fleſh and 
blood ſtand before him? Then follows the-ſong of Moſes and 
the Lamb ſpoken of in Rev. xv. g. and fo called becauſe the 
ſalvation by Moſes at the Red ſea was a figure of the greater 
ſalvation by the Lamb here ſpoken of. O Lord, thou art 
* my God, Iwill exalt thee, I will praiſe thy name; for thou 
* haſt done wonderful things; thy counſels of old are faith- 
fulneſs and truth.” (Chap. xxv. 1.) When “the ranſomed 
* of the Lord ſhall return and come to Zion with ſongs and 
* everlaſting joy upon their heads,“ they ſhall know by joytul 
experience the wonderful things which God hath done for 
chem; what he hath delivered them from, and what he hath 
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exalted 3 to, Then ſhall they * ſing unto the Lord a new 


* ſong, for he hath done marvellous things ; with his right- 
hand and with his holy arm hath he gotten him the victory.“ 


(Pf. xcviii. 1, 2.) For thou haſt made of a city, an heap ; 


* of a defenced city, a ruin: a ur of ſtrangers to be na 
«city, it ſhall never be built.” (Ver, 2.) By the city here ſo 


called, we may underſtand the whole earth, or all the enemies 


of God and his church upon the face of it. * Therefore ſhall 
the ſtrong people glorify thee, the city of the terrible nations 
* ſhall fear thee.” (Ver. 3.) Agreeable to this we read in 
Rom. ix. 17. © Even for this ſame purpoſe have I raiſed thee 
up, that I might ſhew my power in thee, and that my name 
„ might be declared throughout all the earth.“ It follows in 
the next verſe, © For THOU haſt been a ſtrength to the poor, 
* a ſtrength to the needy in his diſtreſs, &c,” Ver. 4.) Doubt- 
leſs the fall with all its effects will greatly increaſe the church's 


joy in the Lord; for otherwiſe ſhe would never have learnt the 


ſong of Moſes and the Lamb. She never could have ſung, 
Unto him that loved us and waſhed us from our ſins in his 
** own blood; to him be glory for ever and ever.“ (Rev. i. 6.) 
In the next verſe we read, And in tliis mountain ſhall the 
Lord of hoſts make unto all people a feaſt of fat things, a 
* feaſt of wines on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of 
* wines on the lees well refined.” (Ver. 6.) The mountain 
here ſpoken of ſeems ta be the ſame mentioned in Rev. xx1. 
10. And the feaſt is made for thoſe bleſſed ones ſpoken of 
Rev. xix. 9. Bleſſed are they which are called to the mar- 
* riage ſupper of the Lamb.“ * Ye are they” (ſays our Lord) 
* which have continued with me in my temptations, and I ap- 
* point unto you a kingdom as my Father hath appointed unto 
ame; that ye may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom.” 
{Luke xxii. 28.) And he will deſtroy in this mountain the 
face of the covering caſt over all people, and the veil that is 
*« ſpread over all nations.” (Ver. 7.) We ſee that this cover- 
ing, or veil, which is here ſpoken of, is at preſent ſpread over 
all people and nations by the fall, and though it is in a great 
meaſure taken away by the ſpirit and power of the goſpel, yet 


| ſpiritual men ſtill know but in part, Whence come all the 


unhappy diviſions and contentions, which are among us, and 
which are chiefly ſupported by pride and ſelf-conceit, but from 
the remaining darkneſs of the mind? Whence come all cor- 
rupted principles and evil practices in the church of God, but 

| | 8 from 


this act of God's power and love muſt have re 


Wk 


from want of ſight? What makes wiſe and learned men dif. 
fer ſo much in their commentaries upon God's word, but be- 
cauſe we know but in part? * But when that which is per- 
« fect is come, then that which is in part ſhall be done away.” 
(2 Cor. xiii. 12.) However if this be the caſe, where are we 
to look for perfection but in this mountain or in the new Je- 
ruſalem? Should any one aſk, When? I anſwer, at the firſt 
reſurrection. This is the ſong that ſhall then be ſung : © He 
„will ſwallow up death in —_— and the Lord God will 
« wipe away tears from all faces; and the rebuke of his people 
« ſhall he take away from off all the earth : for the Lord hath 
« ſpoken it.” (Ver. 8.) This ſeems to clear up the point; for 

lee only to the 
reſurrection of the juſt, or the laſt-day glory, as Paul under- 
ſtood the words, or rather the Holy Ghoſt by which he ſpake. 
See 1 Cor. xv. 54.—* And it ſhall be ſaid in that day, Lo, 
this is our God, we have waited for him and he will ſave us: 
this is the Lord, we have waited for him, we will be glad 
« and rejoice in his ſalvation.” (Ver. 9.) Can any words be 
better adapted to the period we are ſpeaking of than theſe? 
Can language compoſe a more ſuitable fong than this? “We 
„have waited,” &c. See Pſalm xl. 1—g. O that may 
may ſee it and fear, and flee for refuge to that bleſſed hope ſet 
before us in the goſpel; for it ſeems to me that the maſter 
ſtands as 1t were with the door in his hand, ready to claſh it to- 
gether.—S:nner, come! the door ſtands open to-day, but it 
may be ſhut to-morrow. (Pim. xcv. 11.) Seepy profeſſor, go 
to the ant. (Matt. xxv. 28. Prov. vi. 6.) Belly-god, ſell not 
thy birth-right to gratify a luſt. (Heb. xii. 16.) Chriſtian, 
make a right eſtimation of thy privileges and bleſſings. Let 
gratitude fill thy heart and mouth. Take a two-edged ſword 
in thine hand, and whatſoever thine hand findeth to do for the 
glory of God and the honour of his goſpel, do it with all thy 
might.—In the next verſes we read, In this mountain ſhall 
«the hand of the Lord reſt, and Moab ſhall be trodden down 
* under him, even as ſtraw is trodden down for the dunghill. 


„And he ſhall ſpread forth his hands in the midſt of them, as 


* he that ſwimmeth ſpreadeth forth his hands to ſwim: and he 


„ ſhall bring down their pride together with the ſpoils of their 
* hands. And the fortreſs of the high fort of thy walls ſhall 
he bring down, lay low, and bring to the ground even to the 
* duſt.” (Ver. 10—12.) By Moab ave are to underſtand all 

D 4 the 


—_— "< 


n 


e ee 


r £ ann == THE 


— 


— N - 
= 
* 
2 ** on tris 6 
—— — WW ED 4 


0 


— 
— EE — — 
— 22 8 — 4 — id 
— 8 A —— * * 


40 J 


the enemies of the church; and the Lord we know will put 
all enemies under his feet. And, if I miſtake not, when all 
the enemies of the church ſhall be deſtroyed, there will be a 


final end put to Adam's blood. The next chapter begins with 


a fong on the ſame ſubject, as that in the laſt. In that day 
** ſhall this ſong be ſung in the land of Judah, We have a 
* ſtrong city, ſalvation will God appoint for walls and bul- 
* warks.” (xxvi. 1.) This ſeems to be the fame city which 
the ancient ſaints were deſiring and looking for, called mount 
Sion, and the city of the living God. See Heb. xi. 16. xu, 
22. In Rev. xxi. we have a deſcription of this city and its 
inhabitants, as we likewiſe have of its inhabitants in the next 
verſe of this chapter. Open ye the gates, that the righteous 
nation which keepeth the truth may. enter in.” (Ver. 2.) See 
Pim. cxviii. 19, 20, Rev. xxii. 14. We have before taken 
notice of other paſſages in this chapter relative to our ſubject, 
I ſhall therefore now proceed to the two laſt verſes: © Come 
my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and ſhut thy doors 
* about thee : hide thyſelf as it were for a little moment, until 
* the indignation be overpaſt. For behold the Lord cometh 
* out of his place to puniſh the inhabitants of the earth for 
their iniquity : the earth alſo ſhall diſcloſe her blood, and 
* ſhall no more cover her ſlain.” (Ver. 20, 21.) The laſt part 
of this chapter and the beginning of the next are cloſely con- 
netted ; and I would aſk the wiſeſt interpreter of God's word, 
what day, what period, what act of God's power, theſe true - 
ſayings of God can refer to, if not to the firſt reſurrection, or 


the laſt-day glory? In that day the Lord with his ore and 


* great and ſtrong ſword ſhall puniſh leviathan, the 5 
5 l 


„ ſerpent, even leviathan that crooked ſerpent, and he ſha 


* flay the dragon that is in the ſea.” (xxvii. 1.) That by le- 
viathan is here meant the devil, there is none I think can de- 


ny: for no irrational creature can incur the diſpleaſure of God, 
neither are they enemies to the church of God. It ſeems how- 


ever that there 1s ſuch a creature as leviathan, as he 1s ſo well 
deſcribed in Job xli. He is there ſaid to * behold all high 
„things, and to be a king over all the children of pride.” A 
right image of the devil. We find in Rev. xx. 1—g. an ac- 
count of ſatan's bondage. And I ſaw an angel come down 
from heaven, having the key of the bottomleſs pit, and a 
great chain in his hand. And he laid hold on the dragon, 
that old ſerpent, which is the devil and ſatan, and bound 
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« him a thouſand years. And caſt him into the bottomleſs pit, 
« and ſhut him up, and ſet a ſeal upon him, that he ſhould de- 
* ceive the nations no more, till the thouſand years ſhould be 
« fulfilled.” Now if we compare this with the text juſt quoted 
(Iſa. xxvii. 1.) we ſhall find a wonderful and a bleſſed agree- 
ment. Here we have a final end of ſatan's reign and power; 
for though he muſt afterwards be looſed for a little ſeaſon, it 
will be only to receive his laſt doom, with all his legions, re- 
probate angels and reprobate men, © Go ye curſed into ever- 
« laſting fire.” Now that the chriſtian may be encouraged, 
ſtrengthened and quickened in his way, I ſhall take notice of 
what we have 1n the two next verſes. * In that day fing ye un- 
„to her, A vineyard of red wine.” (Ver. 2.) What day? 
That day certainly which is ſpoken of in the foregoing verſe. 
The day when the Lord with his ſore and great and ſtrong 
ſword ſhall puniſh leviathan—the day when the devil and ſatan 
ſhall be bound a thouſand years and caſt into the bottomleſs 
pit—the day when the ſaints ſhall live and reign with Chriſt a 
thouſand years. But why is the church here called a vineyard 
of red wine? I ſuppoſe becauſe this red wine was the beſt the 
land yielded. It may allude to the love of Chriſt which 1s bet- 
ter than the beſt wine; (Cant. 1. 1.) or to his blood which 1s 
the fruit of his love; or to the precious fruits of the church 
triumphant, for which the ſong ſeems to be compoſed, as ap- 
pears by the following verſe: * I the Lord do keep it, I will 
water it every moment; leſt any hurt it, I will keep it night 
* and day.” (Ver. g.) There will indeed be no night in the 
new Jeruſalem ; (Rev. xxii. 5.) but the ſcripture here ſpeaks 
after the manner of men to ſhew us that there will be not one 
moment's danger or fear. There will then be no more com- 
plaining under the hidings of God's face—no more dark and 
dry ſeaſons—no more hunger or thirſt ; for “the mountains 
„ ſhall drop down new wine, and the hills ſhall flow with milk, 
* and all the rivers of Judah ſhall flow with living waters ; 


for the Lord dwelleth in Zion.“ (Joel iii. 18.) 


We find another bright and clear teſtimony to our purpoſe, 
containing great and precious promiſes in the prophecies of 
Hoſea, —chap. x1. from ver. 9. to ver. 14. O Iſrael, thou 
« haſt deſtroyed thyſelf, but in me is thine help.“ (Ver. 9.) 
Theſe words cannot in any wiſe be reſtrained unto the natural 
poſterity of Jacob, but muſt refer to the Iſrael of God, or 
children of the firſt reſurrection; nor can they be 8 
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farther than theſe, for the wicked who die in their fins'have 


neither part nor lot in the redemption here ſpoken of. And 
notwithſtanding the church, or Iſrael] of God, have deſtroyed 
themſelves, as all have ſinned, yet in the Lord they have found 
help. They are reſtored by an att of ſovereign grace ; they 
are ſanctified in Chriſt Jeſus, made heirs of God! and joint 
heirs with Chrilt ; and they only ſhall reign with him, being 

lorified together with Chriſt their king. For he hath ſaid in 
2 next verſe, I will be thy king: where is any other that 
* may fave thee in all thy cities?” (Ver. 10.) And Chriſt 
is not only the king of his people to defend and deliver them 


from all their enemies, ſin, Satan, the world, death, hell, and 
the grave; but he is likewiſe their 2 prophet to teach them 


by his Spirit the knowledge of God and of themſelves, and to 
make them wiſe unto life eternal. I add moreover that the be- 
eving world hath another benefit in Chriſt Jeſus : for he hath 
an unchangeable prieſthood, * wherefore he is able alſo to ſave 
* them to the uttermoſt that come unto God by him, ſeeing he 


* ever liveth to make interceſſion for them.” (Heb. vii. 25.) 
In verſes 12, and 19. we read, The iniquity of Ephraim is 
bound up: his ſin is hid. The ſorrows of a 2 wo- 


ould 


man ſhall come upon him, he is an unwiſe ſon, for he 


* not ſtay long 1n the place of the breaking forth of children.” 


By Ephraim and Iſrael we underſtand one and the ſame thing, 
namely, the church of God. (See Jer. xxxi. 20.) But what 
may be meant by the ſorrows of a travailing woman that ſhall 
come upon the church? We have an anſwer to this in Rom. 
vii. 22, 23. a paſſage of the word of which we have already 
taken ſome notice. We know that the whole creation groan- 


*eth and travaileth in pain together until now : and not only 
they but ourſelves alſo, which have the firſt-fruits of the 


„Spirit, even we ourſelves groan within ourſelves, waiting 
* for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.” Now 
this ſeems to me to be the {in of the church, which is bound 
up and hid, namely, that ſhe doth not fee. The wiſe virgins 
ſeem to be {lumberirig, forgetting their beſt intereſts, in theſe 
laſt ages of the world. She ſhould be looking to what this pro- 
phecy refers to, namely, the reſurrection of the juſt. This 
appears to be her folly or want of wiſdom, for ſhe ſhould not 
Ray long in the place of bringing forth children. We know 
it is in the nature of theſe young creatures to ſtruggle and preſs 
towards the birth : ſo I think the children of the 3 

| ſhould 


: E 


ſhould ſtrive and wreſtle with God, and ſay to him with ardent 
deſire, How long, O Lord? Come, Lord Jeſus, come quicx- 
«]y!” We are commanded to pray and not to faint by our 
Lord himſelf, who ſurely in this very admonition alludes unta 
that day. (See Luke xvin. 1, 8.) Believers, read, read, for 
though we have many great and precious promiſes, yet we muſt 
expect the bleſſing in the way and by the means which God 
hath appointed. * Watch ye therefore and pray always, (Luke 
« xx1, 30.) looking for that bleſſed hope the glorious appear- 
ding of the great God, and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ; (Tit. ii. 
« 13.) looking for and haſting unto the coming of the day of 
„ God;” or, as the margin has it, haſting the coming of the 
day of God.” (2 Pet. iii. 12.) Is it not for the elett's ſake * 
that the evil days ſhall be ſhortened? Yes! For whether the 
days our Lord ſpeaks of may refer unto the calamities that 
| were ſhortly to come on the Jews, or the calamities that will 
be brought on all the generations of Adam, or to both, yet it is 
for the elett's fake that the days ſhall be ſhortened. It is 
through their fervent effectual prayers, their holy converſation 
and godlineſs, that the affairs of the kingdom of Chriſt are car- 
_ ried on and will be perfected. We loſe many benefits for want 
of aſking, which 1s an awful ſign of unbeliet. What wonders 
hath God wrought in anſwer to the prayer of faith! What 
judgments have been averted ! What bleſſings obtained ! What 
"or deliverances wrought out! And how much hath God been 
| glorified! I ſhall not attempt however here to ſhew the many 
wonders that God hath done in anſwer to the prayers of the 
faithful, ſince “ the word is nigh thee.” I — rather dirett 
you, reader, to the greater wonders that are yet to come; for 
i the wonders of time are ſo great, what may we think of the 
wonders of * eternity! Let us not be ſo fooliſh therefore as to 
ſtay long in the place of the breaking forth of children, and 
ſet the time at a great diſtance, 3 twelve hundred years 
or more, ſince © the earth is travailing in pain and longing to 
* caſt out the dead, that ſhe may no longer cover her ſlain.“ 
(Iſai. xxvi. 19.) But the laſt verſe of the paſſage we have been 
conſidering contains a promiſe more pregnant with comfort 
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* I have before obſerved that the Millennium, ſtrictly ſpeaking, is 
not eternity but I have here uſed this word for want of another to 
ſupply its place. 
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[44 ] 
than the travailing earth with dead hodies. Believer, mark it 
well. *I WILL RANSOM thee from the power of the grave: 
*1TI WILL REDEEM thee from death; O DEATH, I WILL 
* be thy PLAGUE: O GRAVE, I WILL be thy DESTRUCTI» 
* ON ; repentance ſhall be hid from mine eyes.” (Ver. 14.) 

I have a few words now to add by way of concluſion. The 
reader may ſee that I have quoted a great number of paſſages 
from the word of God, yet I hope I have not injured the word 
by fetting truth in oppoſition to truth. I truſt I leave the ſcrip- 
tures I have brought forward as my evidences in peace and har- 
mony with each other and with the whole word. If any one 
who takes the pains to read theſe pages ſhould think that ſome 
of the paſſages are not applicable to the ſubjett, as they may 
not all be ſo in his view; yet I would intreat him not to reject 
the whole on this account, but to give it a fair and candid ex- 
amination. I would aſk every pious perſon, what comfort or 
benefit he can expect to receive from, or what intereſt to ob- 
tain in, the latter day glory, in the uſual view of it? Indeed 
if it were agreeable to the ſcriptures, we would not find fault. 
God forbid ! But if it is not, we would rejoice, hoping * that 
* God hath provided ſome better thing for us.” But the mil- 
lennian principles as they are generally underſtood, do not 
only leave us without hope of ever obtaining any intereſt in 
them, but (I think) they are calculated to diſtreſs thoſe waiting 
fouls, who have been ſo long defiring God's ſalvation. The 
faints above, and the ſaints below, have been crying day and 
night, and hoping that it was almoſt at the doors. But now it 
is fet at a thouſand years diſtance beyond their hope and expec- 
tation. Beſides it ſeems to me that theſe principles caſt a re- 
llection on the perfections of the Deity, upon his juſtice, his 
equity, his faithfulneſs, and his goodneſs. Does it not appear 
fo, if we admit that the Lord ſhould bleſs ſo many of the laſt 
ages of this world, as to deliver them fromthe power of ſatan, 
indulge them with ſo much of his preſence, favour them with 
fuch meaſures of his Spirit, make for them a heaven upon 
earth, a day of glory here below, while the noble army of 
martyrs, confeſſors, and valiant ſoldiers, who have fought 
ſuch battles, obtained ſuch victories, brought ſuch honours to 
their Maſter's kingdom, gone through ſuch conflicts with fin, 
fatan, and the world, wandered about in ſheep-ſkins and goat- 
ſkins, being deftitute, afflicted, tormented—while theſe, J ſay, 
thall lie in the priſon of the grave? Muſt theſe lie under the 
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power of death, in a ſtate of corruption and difhonour, while 
the others are keeping a glorious ſabbath with the Lord here 
upon the earth? Nevertheleſs, if it be ſo, I ſay again, the 
will of the Lord be done! But perhaps ſome may urge againſt 
what I have here ſaid, that the /ouls of the faithful will be 
with Chriſt, and therefore they will have no cauſe to complain. 
To this I might reply that the fouls of the faithful are the ſub- 
jects of this reign. According to the word of God, this is the 
bleſſing which a!/ the members of the church ſhall be made 
the partakers of. There ſhall not be one ſoul wanting ; for I 
obſerve (and the obſervation may be conſidered as an anſwer to 
the foregoing objection) that Infinite Wiſdom hath ſo ordained 
that departed ſaints ſhould not be fully ſatisfied without their bo- 
dies, nor without the reſpective members which make up and 
2 of Chriſt. And if the ſaints above, 
who are in their meaſure made perfect, are crying and longin 
for that happy period, well may the ſaints below complain — 


ſay, 


Our weary ſpirits faint to ſee The light of thy returning face, 
And hear the language of thoſe lips—Where God hath ſhed his richeſt grace. 


What ſhall we ſay more? I can only add that however men 
may differ with reſpect to the true meaning of ſome of theſe 
dark ſayings, yet we are aſſured, that the Lord will come and 
bring to light the hidden things of darkneſs, and will fulfil his 
own purpoſes and deſigns both of judgment and mercy. There- 
fore let all that name the name of Chriſt uſe all poſſible dili- 
gence to prove their right to the tree of lite, that they- may en- 
ter in through the gates into the beloved city. Amen. . 


Now if this thing ſ{duld well agree With what the wor hath ſpoken, 
May God give all an eye to ſee—The sci rURR can't be broken. 


The truth ſhall live when death is dead—And ſhine in all its ſplendour : 
Then bear with what hath here been ſaid—In order to defend her. 


If any one ſhould ſay from hence,—** Tis not a proper ſtory:“ 
— My learning coſt but * thirty pence—To God be all the glory ! 


_ 


— 


* The author when a child was at ſchool twenty weeks at three halfpence 


per weekr 
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As my papers have lain by me ſince I wrote them, a few 


years ago, partly becauſe I was not able to publiſh them, and 
partly from ſome fear leſt I ſhould publiſh erroneous ſenti- 
ments, I have often reflected on the dogrines they contain; 
and they appear to me clearer and clearer in the light of God's 
word, my only rule and guide. 

It now ſeems to me that the time of the Lord's coming is 
near, It may be even at the doors; and though none ſhall know 
the day and hour of his coming ſave the — yet the word 
points out to us the dreadful ſtate of the world before the time 
thall arrive. See Matt. xxiv. and Luke xxi. But though 
„men's hearts ſhall fail them for fear and for looking after 


__ * thoſe things which are coming on the earth ;” yet for the 


comfort of the ſaints they are addreſſed on this wiſe: When 
« theſe things begin to come to paſs, then look up and lift up 
„your heads, fo. your redemption draweth nigh.” 

J have obſerved that the world is in a moſt dreadful ſlate, at 


leaſt in theſe parts where God has ſent his written word; and 
if men will not believe, it will be juſt in God to puniſh thoſe 


whom he hath forewarned. Our Lord ſcems to allude to the 
preſent age, and doubtlels refers to the duty of the whole chriſ- 
tian world in Luke xvm. 1. where he ſays that © men ought 
* always to pray and not to faint,” Surely he is ſpeak- 
ing of his fecond coming, the day of vengeance, alluded to in 
the concluſion of the foregoing chapter. But God's own ele& 
do not ſeem to be crying tor that day. They are praying for 
ſuch days and things as God hath not promiſed ; neither are 
they reconcileable to the divine word. Prayer muſt have 
faith for its motive, and faith muſt have a promiſe for her 
flay and dependance. We find many great and precious pro- 
miſes in the ſcriptures of truth concerning that day. And as 
there are no acts of God's power and love, righteouſneſs and 
truth, of ſo great iniportance (ſo much deſired by ſome and ſo 
much dreaded by others) as the tranſactions of that day, ſo no- 


thing is revealed in the world ſo often and ſo urgent, in order 


to faſten theſe vaſt concerns upon the minds of men. I think 
therefore that Satan in his white robe hath a hand in ſetting 
forth theſe new principles, leading many to confine the glo- 
ries of the Millennium to the ſpread of the goſpel, and thus 
encouraging them to pray for ſuch things as God hath not 


promi ſed, leſt by the united cries of God's elect his time 
| | ſhould 
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ſhould be fhortened. I would wiſh all the friends of the gol. 
pel to read this parable and enter into the ſpirit of it. And 
* the Lord ſaid, Hear what the unjuſt judge ſaith, And ſhall 
not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and night un- 
* to him, though he bear long with them? IT tell you that he 
„will avenge them ſpeedily. Nevertheleſs, when the Son of 


nan cometh, ſhall he find faith on the earth?” Our Lord 


does not here ſay that there ſhall be no faithful men upon the 
earth at his coming ; but theſe words ſeem to infer that, not- 
withſtanding the ſcriptures have ſaid ſo much concerning the 
time and © the grace that is to be brought unto us at the reve- 
lation of Jeſus Chriſt,” when he ſhall come his appearance 
will be unlooked for and unexpected. In the preſent age we 
ſcarcely ever hear a petition offered up on this account, ſo that 
it ſeems as if good men had put this day at ſo great a diſtance 
from their thoughts that they do not ſo much as deſire it; for 


it is natural for men to pray for ſuch things as they deſire and 


expect an intereſt in, as it is reaſonable for them to pray for 
ſuch things as God hath promiſed. None can deny but 
the - ſaints above are praying for the ſame benefits which the 
ſaints below ought to pray Be. and all are included in God's 
own elett—ſaints above and ſaints below. We read in Rev. 
vi. 10, 11. that when the ſaints above cried with a loud voice, 
„How long, O Lord, doſt thou not judge and avenge our 
blood“ it was ſaid unto them that they ſhould reſt for a little 
ſeaſon, until their fellow ſervants alſo, and their brethren that 
ſhould be killed as they were ſhould be fulfilled. But it ſeems 
that this little ſeaſon is now nearly paſt ; for the whore of Ba- 
bylon cannot now get blood enough to allay her thirſt, And 
if the * world at large ſhould be bleſſed with the knowledge of 
the goſpel, a bleſſing which we earneſtly deſire, the little ſea- 
ſon would then be ended and the day of vengeance would 
commence according to the ſcriptures Dr. Wiſe and Mr. 
Prudent have indeed taken much. pains to bend the word to 


their own opinions; but I would remark that they have been 


only fulfilling it. The day of God (I think) was never (6 lit- 
tle thought of by good men ſince the New Teſtament was 


. written as now. Therefore the following words are well 


adapted to the preſent times. In ſuch an hour as ye think 


There is no inconſiſtency of ſentiment in what the author admits 
here, compared with his general view of the ſubject, 'He grants there 
may be an univerſal publication though not an univerſal reception of 
the goſpel, | 


„not 


| | * not the Son of man cometh. —Nevertheleſs when the Son of 
 _—_ i * God cometh {hall he find faith on the earth?“ It is no won 


5 | *the world.” Amen. 
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der that ſatan takes advantage of theſe lumbering times; for 
the ſcriptures ſuppoſe that looking and waiting for the day of 
judgment would be a comfort to the children of God, work 
holy fear in them, and ſet them to pray earneſtly for the bleſſed 
time. On the other hand, it would make the wicked tremble, 
if they believed it, and have an happy tendency to reform the 
world. 
If we admit this one ſuppoſition (which I believe to be a 
great truth) namely, that antichriſt's kingdom ſhall not finally 
be deſtroyed till the reſurrection, the harmony of the bible on 
the laft- ay glory will evidently appear. Let us therefore ex- 
amine the word of God on this ſubjett and be not faithleſs, 
but believing. | 
Antichrift's kingdom has indeed received a terrible blow, 
and I am encouraged to believe that “the ſecond wo is paſt 
and behold the third wo cometh quickly.” The angel will 
ſoon ſay, * It is done.” And then not only the kingdom of 
antichriſt, but the whole kingdom of fin and ſatan will be de- 
ſtroyed. (Prov. xix. 20. 21.) Then the marriage ſupper of 
the Lamb will be celebrated. (Ver. 7.) In that day ſhall there 
be upon the bridles of the horſes, HoLIN ESS UNTO THE 
'Lord ; and the pots in the Lord's ' houſe ſhall be like the 
_— . bowls before the altar. Zech. xiv. 20. 21. Compare 1 Kings 


55 It is expected by many thatfthe Jews will again return into 
11 . hy 2 F- N Pp 2 — * 
y f their own country, and that Jeruſalem will be rebuilt. But I 


_ would obſerve that the ſcriptures adduced to prove this opini- 
i on can only have their fulfilment in the new Jeruſalem, when 
4 | there, ſhall be new heavens and a new earth. I do not mean to 
5 fay what the Lord will do in this remaining interval of time 5 
we read however that he will cut his work ſhort in righte- 
| e ouſneſs ; becauſe a ſhort work will the Lord make upon the 
14 „earth. (Rom. ix. 28.) N | | | 
j | Seeing then it appears that the day of Chriſt is at hand, let 


us pray and- not faint, Let us hear what the unjuſt judge 
faith, and pray for faith that we may prevail with the jJusT 
Judge ſpeedily to come and 8 bis church of her adverſary 
: the devil, put a final end to his kingdom and power, and ſay 
1 + to his on children, © Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit 
| the kingdom prepared for you from before the foundation of 
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